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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THESE  Letters  were  wrote  four 
Months  ago,  and  would  have  been 
totally  fupprefled,  if  a  late  extraordinary  At- 
tack on  the  whole  Bench  of  Judges  had  not 
convinced  the  Author  that  it  is  neceflary 
to  warn  his  Countrymen  of  what  Danger 
their  Laws  and  Liberties  are  in,  froni  a 
certain  Set  of  Men  of  the  moft  arbitrary 
Principles. 
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SECOND   LETTER 

TO     THE 

WHIGS,  ^C. 

Gentlemen, 

TH  E  Candour  with  which  you  re- 
ceived my  laft  Addrefs,  ought,  I 
muft  confefs,  rather  to  impofe 
Silence  upon  me,  than  encourage  me  to 
proceed  in  troubling  you.  But  if  I  had 
Grounds  for  that  Undertaking,  which  no 
Man  has  difputed,  I  have  better  Founda- 
tion for  continuing.  A  Menace  to  the 
leaft  of  our  Liberties  naturally  roufes  an 
Englijhman  to  it's  Defence  :  A  fallen  Ad- 
hering to  fuch  Threats,  muft  provoke  the 
coldefl  Well-wifher  to  his  Country  to  re- 
pel the  Infult,  and  chaftize  the  Infulter. 
The  Nation  has  been  advertis'd  of  the  in- 
tended Attack  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs, 
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and  the  Charge  preffed  home  upon  the  very 
Men,  whofe  Characters  are  moft  interefted 
to  refute  the  Accufation,  if  falfe  ;  for  if 
one  Briton  can  be  more  interefted  than  an- 
other to  defend  any  native  Right,  furely 
it  is  a  Man,  who  has  taken  out  a  Commif- 
fion  from  Patriot! fm  to  cruize  on  the 
Enemies  of  the  Public,  who  has  been  mod 
clamorous  for  the  Liberty  in  Queftion,  and 
who  himfelf  has  made  the  moft  profufe 
Ufe  of  it.  The  late  Patriots  have  been 
accufed  of  meditating  the  Subverfion  of  the 
Prefs,  and  the  Proofs  produced  from  a  late 
fcandalous  Pamphlet,  fuppofed  to  be  writ- 
ten by  one  of  their  Chiefs,  and  to  be  far- 
ther proved  upon  him  prefently  by  other 
corroborating  Circumftances.  How  have 
they  received  this  Charge  ?  Have  they  in 
general  exprefled  their  Deteftation  of  fuch 
Intention  ?  Or  has  the  accufed  Perfon  de- 
nied the  Fadt  ?  If  they  have  not  had  the 
Confidence  to  deny  the  Intention,  have 
they  had  the  Ingenuity  to  give  up  their 
Purpofe  ?  No  :  With  a  haughty  Dignity 
they  have  ftood  the  Charge,  not  vouchfaf- 

cd  to  enter  upon  their  Juftification 

What  availed  it  to  deny  one  Inftance  of 
their  Guilt  ?  Or  where  would  be  an  End 

of 
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of  defending,  if  they  once  began  to  apo- 
logize ?  What  Inconfiftencies  would  be  to 
be  reconciled  I  What  Perjuries  to  be  mol- 
lified !  What  Contradidlions  to  be  explain- 
ed away  !  When  a  Patriot  is  determined  to 
apoftatize,  he  muft  follow  the  Jefuit's 
Maxim,  11  faut  f rancher  le  Sault^  &  pajfer 
outre. 

Before  I  proceed  to  lay  this  hopeful  Pro- 
je(5l  againft  the  Prefs  farther  open,  I  mufl: 
beg  leave  to  enforce  the  Importance  of  this 
great  Privilege  ;  not.  Gentlemen,  for  your 
Ufe,  as  I  am  perfuaded  no  Whig  wants  to 
be  made  fenfible  of  this  invaluable  Bleffing, 
but  to  lay  before  our  Author  and  his  Ac- 
complices the  Heinoufnefs  of  their  At- 
tempt. If  I  quote  Teftimonies  to  prove 
either  our  Right  to  the  Liberty  of  the 
Prefsj  or  its  infeparable  Connedlion  with 
Liberty  in  general,  I  (hall  not  draw  my 
Citations  from  Sydfiey,  Locke,  or  any  of 
the  Fathers  of  Whiggifm,  but  from  a 
Writer  whofe  Authority  the  Patriots  them- 
felves  will  have  Difficulty  to  difclaim,  how- 
ever ready  they  may  be  at  changing  their 
Alcoran. 

Without  any  farther  Preface  I  {hall  pro-^ 
duce  my  Text$. 
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l^h  Pf^fs  is  dangerous  in  a  defpotic  Gd" 
vtrfiment  ;   hut  in  a  free  Country  may  be 
very  ufefuly  as  long  as  it  is  under  no  Correc- 
tion, for  it  is  of  great  Confequence  that  the 
People  jhould  be  informed  of  every  Thing 
that  concerns  them  ;  and  without  Printings 
fuch  Knoivkdge  could  not  circulate  either  fo 
eafily  or  fo  faji.      And  to  argue  againjl  any 
Branch   of  Liberty  from  the  ill  Ufe  that 
fnay  be  made  of  it^   is  to  argue  againfl  hi- 
BERrr  ITSELF,  fiuce  All  is  capable  of  being 
abufed.     Nor  can  any  Part  of  Freedom  be 
more  important,  or  better  worth  contending 
FOR,   than  that  by  which  the  Spirit  of  it  is 
preferred,  fupported  and  diffufcd.      By  this 
Appeal  to  the  Judgment  of  the  People,  we 
lay  fome  Refraint  upon  thofe  Minifers  who 
may  have  found  Means  to  fecure  themf elves 
from  any  other  lefs  incorruptible  Tribunal  : 
And  fure  they  have  no  Reafon  to  complain, 
if  the  Public  exercijes  a  Right,  which  can- 
not be  denied,  without  avowing  that  their 
Conduct  will   not   bear  Ins^iry  :   For 
though  the  bejl  Adminiftration  may  be  at- 
f-acked  by  Calumny^  I  can  hardly  believe  it 
would  be  hurt  by  it. 

This  fame  Author  a  little  farther,    on  a 
Suppofition  of  the  Prefs  being  fubjeded  to 

a  Court 
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a  Court  Infpedor,  fays,  //  nothing  is  to  h 
licenfed  o?i  one  Side^  and  every  Tubing  on  the 
othey\  it  would  be  vaftly  better  for  US  to  a^ 
dopt  the  Eaftern  Policy,  and  allow  no  Prints 
i?ig  at  all  J  than  to  leave  it  under  fo  partial 
a  DireBion. 

This  great  Apoftle  of  Liberty  in  another 
Part  of  his  Work,  where  he  has  been  re- 
capitulating the  great  Advantages  of  the 
Britif^  Conftitution  in  Preference  to  all 
others,  in  which  you  may  be  fure  the  Li- 
berty of  writing  and  pubHfhing  upon  pub- 
lic Affairs  was  not  forgot,  concludes  with 
this  fevere  but  jufl:  Anathema  :  But  were 
there  an  Englifhman  wicked  and  foolifh  e- 
nough  to  give  up  the  leaft  of  thefe  Rights 
for  any  Ti'emptation  of  Fortune  or  Power, 
Ifjould  look  down  upon  him,  however  exalt- 
ed  by  Titles  or  Wealth,  with  more  Contempt 
than  upon  the  loweft  Slave,  for  if  unwillijig 
Slavery  be  the  worji  of  Misfortunes,  Vo- 
LUNTARY  Servitude  is  the  bafeji  of 
Crimes. 

Having  produced  thefe  formidable  Sen- 
tences againft  the  Letter- writer  to  the  To- 
ries, having  (hewed  him  that  his  are  the 
Maxims  of  Eaftern  Policy,  and  that  by  the 
fame  Principles  one  may  argue  againft  Li- 
A3  berty 
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berty  it/elf y  that  Minifters  who  are  afraid 
of  the  Prefs,  avow  that  their  ConduSi  will 
not  bear  Enquiry ^  and  that  an  Englifhman 
mufl  be  Wicked  and  Foolish^  who  on  any 
Temptation  would  part  with  it ;  my  Read- 
ers will  probably  be  impatient  to  know  from 
what  Doctor  I  have  coUeded  thefe  golden 
Sayings,  which  Senators  fhould  bind  about 
their  Brows  like  the  Phyladeries  of  the 
Pharifees Let  my  Readers  then  be  in- 
formed, that  they  are  taken  Word  for 
Word  out  of  the  Volume  of  Letters  from 
a  Perfian  in  England  to  his  Friend  at  Ifpa- 
han :  An  Author  whofe  Opinion,  I  have 
faid  above,  is  decifive  with  the  Patriots, 
and  mufl  be  conclufive  againft  the  Letter- 
writer,  as  I  fhall  now  prove  that  He  and 
Selim  are  the  fame  Perfon  :  And  I  ihall  be 
glad  to  prove  it,  becaufe  I  hope  there  are 
not  to  be  found  in  England  two  Writers  iq 
Defence  of  fuch  a  Caufe. 

Thefe  Letters  were  originally  publifhed 
about  the  Year  1734,  when  the  Author 
was  engaged  in  the  warmefl  Schemes  of 
Liberty,  and  flood  one  of  the  foremoft 
Champions  to  repel  any  Attack  on  the 
Conftitution,  He  harangued  in  the  Senate, 
he  difcourfed  in  private  j  he  wrote  and  he 
rhimed  in  the  fame  C^ufe Oh  ! 
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Oh !  if  an  Angel  fhould  have  come  to  me. 
And    told    me    Hubert  fhould   put  out 

mine  Eyes, 
I  would  not  have  believ'd  a  Tongue      .    ■ 

but  Hubert's  ! 

However  that  be,  a  new  Edition  of  thefe 
Letters,  altered  by  the  Author,  as  it  faid 
in  the  Title  Page,  has  been  lately  publifh- 
ed.  Altered  indeed !  of  which  I  fhall 
give  a  few  Inflances,  which  tally  fo  exadly 
with  the  Letter  to  the  'Tories,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  doubt  of  their  having  been  coin- 
ed in  the  fame  Mint. 

In  the  firfl  Paragraph  which  I  quoted,  in- 
flead  of  the  Words,  under  no  Corre^ion,  it 
is  altered  to  no  partial  Reftraint.  In  the 
Year  34  the  Prefs  was  ufeful  when  under 
no  Corrediion  whatfoever  :  In  the  Year  47 
fomewhat  of  that  Luxuriance  is  to  be  prun- 
ed  away I  need    not    hint   to    my 

Readers,  wherefore.  But  mark  what  fol- 
lows 3  in  the  new  Edition  the  following 
Paragraphs  are  inferted  :  /  do  not  mean  by 
this  to  ju/iify  any  Scurrilities  upon  the 
perfonal  CharaBers  either  of  Magijlrates 
or  private  Men,  or  any  Libel  properly  fo 
A  4  calU 
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called,  Againjl  fuch  Ahufe  of  the  Prefs 
the  Laws  have  provided  a  Remedy  :  and 
let  the  Laws  take  their  Courfe :  It  is  for 
the  Inter  eft  of  Liberty  they  fhould  do  fo^  as 
well  as  for  the  Security  and  Honour  of  Go^ 
vernment For  the  Security  of  Go- 
vernments, I  allow  3  of  defpotic  Govern- 
meJits ;  of  Governments  whofe  ConduSi  will 
not  bear  Enquiry.  As  to  perfonal  Scurri- 
lities I  condemn  them  as  much  as  this  Au- 
thor, and  I  condemn  them  in  this  Author. 
When  were  perfonal  Scurrilities  ever  fo 
profufely  fcattered  as  between  the  Years 
34  and  47?  Was  there  a  private  Anec- 
dote in  the  old  Minifter's  Family,  or  a 
fcandalous  Tale  of  a  certain  noble  Earl 
and  his  Wife,  which  were  not  vented,  pro- 
pagated,  magnified,   printed   by  Selim  and 

his  Aflbciates  ? Or  whither  did  not 

perfonal  Scurrilities  afcend  ? 

Since  that  Period  indeed  I  can  recolledl 
but  two  Inftances  of  perfonal  Scurrilities  -, 
one  of  them,  which  with  Sorrow  I  fee 
daily  repeated,  is  the  Work  of  thofe  fame 
Patriots  ^  I  mean  that  Load  of  Odium  and 
Scandal  which  they  publifli  againft  His 
R.  H.  The  other  Inftance,  is  the  Indig- 
nation that  has  been  exprefled  againft  thofe 
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celebrated  Wills  of  an  old  Lady  and  her 
Grandfon.  But  whatever  perfonal  Scurri- 
lities may  have  been  offered  to  a  Right 
Honourable  Perfon  on  this  Subjed:,  and 
I  am  heartily  forry  he  has  met  v^^ith  any, 
even  thefe  are  not  unprecedented.  The 
Clergyman  who  fo  artfully  intercepted  Sir 
George  Markham'%  Eitate  from  his  Fa- 
mily, might  teach  that  Right  Honourable 
Perfon  to  bear  with  Fortitude  the  Invec- 
tives of  an  envious  World. 

But  as  1  would  afcertain  Terms,  not 
confound  them,  let  us  diftinguifh  a  little 
between  what  are  public  and  what  private 
Charadlers.  The  Youths  lately  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  the  Government,  indulged  them- 
felves  in  a  Latitude  of  afperfing  both  kinds; 
and  defamed  the  Adminiftration  of  one 
Man  and  the  Credit  of  another,  by  difper- 
fing  private  Scandal  :  But  all  good  Men  con- 
demned the  Pradice,  and  it  happily  feems 
at  an  End  ;  unlefs  deteding  public  Breach 
of  Faith  can  be  conftrued  into  private  Scur- 
rility, becaufe  it  gives  the  World  a  bad 
Opinion  of  a  Man's  private  Charafter, 
when  his  public  Condu(fl  is  convided  of 
want  of  Faith  and  Integrity.  It  is  gene- 
rally allowed  then   that  a  free  People  not 

on? 
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only  have  a  Right,  but  ought  to  enquire  in- 
to, and  to  inform  themfelves  and  one  ano- 
ther, by  the  Afliftance  of  the  Prefs,  of  the 
Behaviour  of  Perfons  in  public  Characters. 
Now  what  Charaders  has  the  Public  more 
a  Right  in,  than  thofe  of  Patriots  ?  Are 
they  not  Men  devoted  to  the  Public, 
voluntarily  fo  ?  Do  they  not  bind  them- 
felves by  the  moft  folemn  Engagements  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  Interefts  of  the 
Public,  and  to  enter  into  no  Ties  contra- 
didory  to  them  ?  In  this  Light  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  Patriots  are  more  liable 
to  the  Difquifition  and  Cenfure  of  the  Pub- 
lic, than  even  Minifters,  for  the  latter  do 
not,  that  I  know  of,  ever  profefs  them- 
felves Servants  of  the  Public,  or  declare 
that  they  intend  to  purfue  its  Interefts. 

In  the  Letter  to  the  Tories,  you  may 
remember,  Gentlemen,  that  the  Author 
was  for  Checking  or  even  fupprejjing  the  in-^ 
fa??ious  Licence  of  the  Prefs :  The  follow- 
ing Paragraph  inferted  in  the  altered  Edi- 
tion of  the  Ferfian  Letters  feems  to  come 
from  the  fame  tyrannous  Pen  :  T'hat  the 
Licentioufnefs  of  the  Prefs  was  grown  of  late 
to  fuch  a  dangerous  Height h  as  to  require 
f!,xrRAORDiNARY  REMEDIES  -^    and  that  if 
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it  were  put  under  the  InfpeBion  offome  dif- 
creet  and  judicious  Perfon^  it  would  be  far 
more  beneficial  to  the    'Public, 

It  is  eafy  to  know  fince  When  the 
Licentioufnefs  of  the  Prefs  has  grown  dan- 
gerous ;  and  as  cafy  to  conceive  how  Men 
that  gave  a  Wound  were  infenfible  of  the 
Pain  of  it '  but  when  they  are  hurt 

themfelves ,  Extraordinary  Reme- 
dies muft  be  applied.  An  Infpe(5lor, 
a  Licenfer,  an  Inquiiitor  muft  be  eredted, 
becaufe  half  a  Dozen  Boys  are  Turncoats 
and  have  been  told  fo.  But  where  is  this 
difcreet^  this  judicious  Perfon,  who  fhall 
decide  when  the  Treafon  which  Patriots 
write  is  dangerous,  or  for  the  Good  of  their 
Country  ?  Is  this  altering  Editor  the  Per- 
fon, who  fhall  correct  the  Prefs,  which  at 
fome  Seafons  is  very  ufeful,  if  under  no 
Corre£lion  ?  Or  fhall  we  look  for  this  dif-  j^/tj>^.^^^ 
creet  Perfonage  in  his  eafy  Chair,  where 
he  fits  like  good  old  Mother  Berecynthia^ 
Centum  complexa  nepotes  ?  When  half  a 
Dozen  of  the  mofl  profligate  Characters 
that  ever  exifted,  have  the  Aflurance  but 
to  hint  at  fuch  an  Infringement  of  Liberty 
to  be  made  in  Compliment  to  their  Apofta- 
py,  I  {hould  not  wonder  if  the  Parliament 
I  were 
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were  to  receive  an  Addrefs  from  Newgate ^ 
fetting  forth  that  the  hicentioujnefs  of  the 
Prefs  was  grown  of  late  to  fuch  a  dangerous 
Heighthy  that  Scurrilities  upon  the  perfonal 
Charadlers  of  private  Men  were  daily  pub- 
liflied  and  vented  ;  and  that  therefore  it 
was  fubmitted  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Le- 
giflature,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  appoint  fome  difcreef  ^nd  judicious  Per- 
fbn  to  infpetfl  the  Seffions  Papers,  and 
check  or  even  fupprefs  all  Accounts  of  Per- 
jury,  Forging  of  Wills,   ^c. 

When  I  review  the  two  Editions  before 
me,  and  compare  them  with  one  another 
and  with  the  Condud  of  the  Author,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  it  is  a  Pity  he  did  not 
imitate  the  Example  of  Marcus  Antonius 
the  Orator,  who,  as  Cicero  informs  us, 
^olitum  efe  die  ere  idcirco  fe  nullam  unquam 
crationem  fcripfijfej  iitf  quid  aliquando  non 
€pus  eff'et  ab  fe  ejje  diSiujn,  pojjet  fe  negare 
dixijje:  He  never  publifhed  any  of  his 
Orations,  for  Fear  that  if  at  any  Time  it 
ihould  be  neceffary  for  him  not  to  have 
(aid  fuch  a  thing,  he  might  deny  that  he 
ever  did  fay  it.  A  more  compendious  Me- 
thod, than  publishing  and  altering,  tho' 
^Imofl:  as  fruitlefs  5  for  the  World  is  apt  to 
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remember  remarkable  Orations,  efpecially 
a  Series  of  them,  and  can  difcover  Con- 
tradidions,  tho'  neither  publifhed  at  Rotne 
nor  printed  at  London.  The  Public  fel- 
dom  forget  3  a  Minifter  may  :  The  former 
take  in  earneft  Profeffions  for  their  Ser- 
vice, and  refent  the  Violation  of  them : 
A  Minifter  may  overlook  Abufe  and 
■conftrue  it  into  gentler  Meanings  and 
unintended  Slips  of  PalTion  :  Nay  he  muft, 
or  it  would  exclude  him  from  the  Advan- 
tageous Harveft  of  Profelytes.  But  when 
a  Convert  meets  with  £uch  forgiving  Mi- 
nifters,  and  can  get  his  Invedives  pardon- 
ed as  the  Eftedts  of  Youth  and  Ignorance, 
he  fhould  fay  with  St.  Faid^  I  thank  yEsus 
Christ  our  Lord^  who  hath  enabled  me,  for 
that  he  counted  me  fmthjul,  putting  me  into 
the  Ministry,  nvho  was  before  a  Biafphetn- 
er,  and  a  Perfecutor  and  Injurious,  but  I 
obtained  Mercy,  becaufe  I  did  it  ignorant ly 
in  UnbelieJ. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Sub- 
jedt,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  elTential  to  the 
Liberty  of  England,  but  becaufe  thefe 
Children  have  the  Front  to  tax  the  Prefs 
with  being  dangerous.  Dangerous  !  Non- 
fenfe !  to  whom  ?  How  ?  Is  the  Govern- 
ment 
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ment  in  Danger  or  the  Country,  becaufe 
thefe  naughty  Boys  are  chid  for  fibbing  ? 
Would  the   Conftitution   be   affeded,     if 
the  whole  Coufinhood   were   packed   in- 
to Bucktnghajnfhire  again  to   make  Verfes 
upon  Lap-Dogs,  and  lay  out  Elyfian  Fields 
for  themfelves  and  their  Acquaintance!  I 
ask  again,  is  any  Abufe  on  the  King  pub- 
lifhed,  or  on  the  Royal  Family,  but  what 
they  propagate  againft  the  one  Branch  of  it, 
to  which  they   have  fuch  immenfe  Obli- 
gations ?  Where  are  any  trcafonable  Pa- 
pers ?  any   'Jacobite  Satyrs,     which  really 
might  be  dangerous  ?  What  illegal  Writ- 
ings were  difperfed  on  the  Executions  of 
the  Rebels  ?    At  moft  two  or  three  dying 
Speeches  J     and   thofe   moft  clandeftinely 
afld  in  very  few  Hands,  not  like  the  Reams 
of  bold  Treafon  that  flew  about  after  the 
former  Rebellion,  which  thefe  young  Gen- 
tlemen don't  remember,  I  do  :  Thefe  were 
dangerous,  yet  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  was 
thought  too  facred  to  be  touched  even  then, 
when  the  King  had  as  arbitrary  a  Secretary 
of  State  as  our  angry  Author  could  wi(h 
for  to  put  his  Menaces  in  Execution. 

But  there  are  no  Lengths  which  thefe 
profligate  young  Men  arc  not  capable  of 

go- 
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going,  either  in  diftributing  Abufe  and 
Treafon  themfelves,  or  in  Endeavours  to 
failen  both  on  others.  The  World  will 
not  eafily  forget  what  Attempts  were  made 
in  the  laft  Parliament  to  procure  Evidence 
of  Jacobitifm  againfl  the  Independent  Elec- 
tors of  Wejlminjler^  and  how  that  Evi- 
dence was  ftifled,  becaufe  two  young  hope- 
ful Members  of  the  Coalition  mull:  have 
figured  at  the  Head  of  it,  as  the  ingenious 
Dicflators  of  Jacobite  Healths.  Yet  thefe 
are  the  Accufers  of  the  Brethren  !  Thefe 
cry  out  on  the  Licentioufnefs  of  the  Prefs, 
thefe  unprincipled  Demagogues,  who  now 
demand  the  Sancftion  of  Laws,  now  wound 
and  infult  the  Law  itfelf  in  the  Perfon  and 
Province  of  one  of  its  Chief  Juftices  !  and 
who  are  for  giving  new  Force  to  it  for 
their  own  Security,  though  ignorant  of  its 
mofl:  common  Forms   and  Powers. 

This  Clamour  agalnft  the  Prefs,  which 
they  firfl  abufed  themfelves,  and  are  now 
fo  enraged  at  for  laying  open  their  Contra- 
di<5lions  and  Iniquities,  puts  me  in  mind  of 
what  happened  to  the  Poet  Voltaire^  (a 
Man  by  the  Way  who  from  having  been 
the  Champion  of  Liberty,  and  having  fuf- 
fcred  Banifhment  and  Imprifonment  for  his 

Attacks 
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Attacks  on  Tyranny  and  Superflitlon,  is 
novv  grown  the  moft  fervile  Flatterer  of 
abfolute  Power)  he  had  wrote  a  Satyr  a- 
gainft  fome  Man  of  Quality  who  beat  him 
for  it  :  He  made  his  Complaints  to  the 
Regent  ;  that  fenfible  Prince  replied,  what 
would  you  have  me  do  ?  Judice  has  been 
done  already. 

But   fhall    I   tell   them   where  there  is 
Danger  ?  There  is  Danger  in  Power  getting 
into  the  Hands  of  Men  of   fuch  fluduating 
Principles,  of  fuch  wavering  Virtue  ;  who 
poifon  the  Morals  of  People  by  their  Exam- 
ples even   more  than  by  their  Writings  ; 
whofe  Alle2:iance  rifes  or  falls  according  to 
the  Weather-glafs  of  their  own   PafTions 
and  Fadion ;    who  can  advife  an  illuflrious 
^      U    ^  /// /    Perfon   to  offer  himfelf  a  Candidate  for  a 
/    ^^''  7^rf/    I^^g'^ity*     ^"^   afterwards   advife  a  Prohi- 
■  •    *^      i3^     ^     bition  from   higher  Authoritv   to   prevent 
^/  p      ^"     his  receiving  it  3  who  can   Ipirit  up  a  Son 
'^yfi!^  ^{^rTTit/  againft  a  Father,    then  a  Father  againft  a 
^       f     If      ^  Son,    and  perhaps    when    defperate    with 
(fcyM/ici^  each,  fofter  a  Brother  to  dl(ftate  to  both  ? 
'  Such  Men  are  dangerous,  and  require  the 

ftrid:eft  Eye  of  a  whole  Nation  to  watch 
the  Progrefs  of  their  mifchievous  Politics  ; 
and   Heaven   forbid   the   Prefs    fhould  be 

filen^ 
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filent,  while  they  are  laying  Pkns  that 
may  be  attended  with  fuch  alarming  Con- 

fequences ! But  good  Men  !  perhaps 

all  this  is  pure  Imagination,  and  ill-natured 
Sufpicion  !  perhaps  Selim,  whatever  he  ex- 
prefTes,  may  bear  no  Ill-will  to  the  Prefs, 
but  only  thinks  it  ufelefs,  as  we  are  foon 
likely  to  fall  under  the  Dominion  of  Prance; 
juft  as  fome  of  the  Primitive  Chriftians 
preached  up  and  encouraged  Continence  and 
Celibacy,  becaufe,  as  they  believed  the  End 
of  the  World  was  at  hand.  Propagation 
would  be  unnecelTary. 

How  much  the  Patriots  have  contribut- 
ed to  bring  the  Nation  into  fuch  Danger, 
I  fhall  enquire  hereafter  ;  but  I  muft  firft 
fliew  a  little  farther,  that  S  e  l  i  m  has  al- 
tered his  Principles  as  much  as  his  Letters  5 
and  as  we  may  believe  he  fpeaks  the  Senti- 
ments of  his  Fadion,   their  Opinions   will, 

be  eftimated  by  his •  and  happy  were  it 

for  his  Fadlion,  had  he  had  lefs  Ambition 
of  being  an  Author,  had  he  fettled  his 
Principles  before  he  propagated  his  Doc- 
trines, and  not  difgraced  Patriotifm  by 
blending  it  with  Irreligion  and  Devotion, 
by  making  it  fubfervient  to  Tyranny. 
P^uL,  Paul^  much  Learning  hath  made 
thee  mad !  B  My 
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My  Readers,  I  am  pcrfuaded,  muft  be 
aftonilhed  at  the  Infatuation  of  this  Man, 
and  will  with  Plcafure  perufe  the  Sentence 
of  his  own  Condemnation,  drawn  up  and 
worded  by  himfelf ;  as  I  ihall  faithfully 
extract  it  from  the  two  Editions  before  me. 
How  lucky  is  it,  that  an  Animal  fo  fwoln 
with  Poifon,  fliould  like  the  Scorpion  car- 
ry about  him  the  Antidote  to  his  own  Ve- 
nom, and  only  wants  to  be  crufhed,  to 
heal  the  Infedion  of  his  Sting  !  Be  it  my 
Tafk  to  bruife  his  Bag  of  Gall,  to  lay 
open  the  deftrudlive  Malice  of  his  Works, 
of  which,  as  he  fays  truly  in  the  Preface  to 
his  Letters,  it  is  hardly  poffible  any  Engli{h- 
man  jhould  be  the  Author.  But  he  has 
given  another  Defcription  of  the  Englijh  in 
his  fecond  Letter,  which  at  leaft  is  a  true 
Portrait  of  the  Englifi  Patriots  ;  it  is  a 
Rule  with  us,  fays  Selim,  to  judge  of  no- 
thing by  our  Senfes  and  Underjianding^  hut 
to  hear  and  fee  and  think,  (he  might  add, 
and  write)  only  as  we  chance  to  be  diffe- 
rently engaged.  How  infamous  a  Charac- 
ter !  How  much  to  be  avoided  by  the 
Good  !  And  how  ftrong  a  Contrail:  to  the 
Pidure  of  a  real  Patriot,  which  Selim  him- 
fclf  knew  how  to  admire,    though  not  to 

ioiitate  ! 
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imitate  !  Let  us  hear  this  fallen  Cherub 
under  the  ftrong  Convidtion  of  Truth,  de- 
fcribe  the  amiable  Virtues  of  an  uncorrupt- 
ed  Englifiman  :   His  Principles  never  al- 
tered by  Preferment  :    He  never  projiituted 
his  Pen^  nor  debafed  his  CharaBer  by  Par- 
ty-Difpufes  or  blind  Compliance.      Lett.  58. 
old   Edit.      And   now  let   us   follow    our 
Perfian  through  his  Preferment,   and    the 
Alterations  it  has  occafioned.  I  do  not  mean 
through  every  Change  of  Paragraph,  nor 
to  mark  out  Variations  of  Words  but  of 
Principles.      I   (hall  not  dwell  on  his  mif- 
fionary  Tendernefs  to  his  Friends  the  Tro- 
glodites,  how  devoutly  he  has  taught  them 
the  Worfhip  of  the  true  God,  and  drawn 
them  off  from  Idolatry  ;   having  in  all  the 
Letters  that  relate  to  that  fiditious  People 
fubftituted  the   Word,   God,  to   the  Gods^ 
I  do  not  mean  to  mock  his  Devotion,    but 
to  laugh  at  the  Littlenefs  of  his  Genius,  and 
the  Abfurdity  of  his  Zeal,   which  would 
not  fufFer  even  an  imaginary  People  to  rifk 
their   no  Souls  by  acknowledging  a  Plura- 
lity of  Gods  in  a  Book  which  they  never 
faw.      This  is  a  Refinement  even  on  poor 
St.  Antony,   who   preached  the   Gofpel  to 
the    Filhes  j    and  is  literally  being  a  Fool 
for  Chrijl's  Sake.  B  2  In 
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In  the  laft  Letter,  Gentlemen,  which  I 
addrefTed  to  you,  I  took  Notice  of  the  pro- 
mi  fcuous  Abufe,  which  the  Tory-Letter- 
Writer  had  dealt  about  to  all  Orders  oi 
Men,  and  particularly  his  oblique  Sarcafm 
on  the  brave  Prince  who  commands  our 
Army,  in  which  he  fays  none  but  Cow- 
ards are  preferred.  That  Selim,  the  Patriot, 
the  Opponent,  {hould  cenfure  our  Com- 
manders, was  no  Wonder  :  We  know  who 
had  loft  a  Regiment,  and  we  know  who 
had  loft  a  Cornacy  j  two  Qualifications 
that  go  farther  in  the  Compofition  of  a 
General,  than  the  Lofs  of  a  Leg  or  Arm, 
and  which,  when  heightened  by  a  Patriot's 
all-atoning  Name,  have  exalted  old  peevifti 
Valetudinarians  to  a  Level  with  the  Marl^ 
boroughs  and  Turennes  :  But  one  fliould  ex- 
ped  that  .ScL/M,  the  Treafurer,  the  Cour- 
tier {liould  corred:  the  Harfhnefs  of  his  Ex- 
preffions,  and  when  he  was  altering^  rather 
llip  in  a  Palliative,  nay  an  Encomium  on 
the  unfortunate  Actions  at  Fontenoy^  at 
■Roucoux,  at  Val,  and  at  leaft  allow  Gal- 
lantry to  our  Troops,  if  he  could  not  com- 
mend our  Condudt.  He  and  his  Brother 
Orators  had  beat  down  the  Glory  of  Det- 
7INGEN ',  what  was  fo  natural  as  to  dif- 
.  cover 
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cover  Succefs  at  Fontenoy  ?  They  contri- 
buted to  the  Lofs  of  that  Day,  and  had 
therefore  the  more  Reafon  to  lend  it  Luftre. 
But  fo  far  from  atoning  for  any  Refledlions 
on  the  Army,  in  this  new  Edition  he  has 
doubled  the  Invedtive  ;  at  lead  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  Commanders,  and  confequent- 
ly  is  in  fuch  Harmony  with  the  Letter  to 
the  TonVj,  that  I  defy  any  Man  living  to 
doubt  their  being  the  Producft  of  the  fame 
Author.  In  the  firft  Edition  he  had  faid, 
that  Soldiers  were  cajhier'd  though  brave 
and  able  enough^  becaufe  they  want  three 
Inches  of  Stature,  and  are  not  handfom 
enough  for  their  Frofejjion,  and  ?nake  no 
"pigure  at  a  Review.  Lett.  27.  I  deiire  to 
make  no  Comments  on  whither  this  point- 
ed, ■  though  the  conftant  Language  of  the 
Patriots  always  harped  on  the  fame  String. 
But  granting  this  was  the  Cafe  in  Times  of 
Peace  and  under  former  Generals,  does 
this  Objedion  remain  ?  Does  our  prefent 
Heroic  General  occupy  himfelf  in  fuch 
childifh  Criticifms  r  Does  he  regard  the 
Stature  of  his  Soldiers  ?  Does  he  confider 
what  Figure  they  will  make  at  a  Review, 
and  think  that  a  Salification  for  military 
Service  confijis  infmug  Loolis  and  a  certain 
B  3  Degree 
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Degree  of  Tallnefs  ?  P.  86.  But  Selwf, 
not  content  with  the  Repetition  of  thefe 
obfolete  Cavils,  has  inferted  a  new  Objec- 
tion, which  whatever  Weight  it  may  have 
with  his  brother  Minifters,  I  am  perfuaded 
has  none  with  our  Illuftrious  Commander  : 
His  dil'graced  Soldier  fays,  /  have  no  Vote 
for  any  County^  City^  or  Borough  in  Eng- 
land, and  therefore  could  not  hope  for  any 
preferment  in  the  Army^  were  I  ever  fa 
well  made,  P.  86.  I  fhould  difpute  even 
this  Qu ah fi cation,  had  not  the  Author  in- 
ferted it  fince  his  Preferment,  and  confe- 
quently  fmce  he  muft  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak 
on  his  own  Knowledge. 

But  as  I  have  condemned  fome  of  our 
Ferfan's  Alterations,  I  mufl  do  him  the 
Juftice  to  remark  a  very  particular  Para- 
graph, which  he  has  fuffered  to  pafs  with- 
out Caftigation  :  Anciently^  fays  he,  Sup- 
plies of  Money  and  Redrefs  of  Grievances 
went  together,  but  fuch  is  the  prefent  Hap- 
fine  fs  of  our  Condition^  that  we  have  more 
Money  than  ever  to  be/low,  and  no  Griev- 
ances at  all  to  be  redrejed.  Lett.  38.  new. 
As  I  know  of  no  Grievance  that  has  been 
redreffed,  but  the  Patriot's  Want  of  Places, 
and  as  this  Paragraph  remains  entire,  we 

may 
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may  fairly  conclude  that  the  Patriots  had 
no  other  Grievance  ;  and  I  infer  this  too 
from  a  new  Sentence  in  the  45th  Letter, 
where  having  faid,  that  fuch  as  are  trufted 
with  Power  are  confiant  and  uniform  in 
tkeir  Principles,  he  very  prudentially  adds, 
though  the  Colours  may  vary,  the  Ground  of 
their  ConduB  is  fill  the  fame.  7 he  Colours 
indeed  are  varied,  from  black  and  difmal, 
from  Poverty,  from  Defpair  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  to  bright  and  golden,  to  Wealthy 
to  Panegyrics  on  the  Wifdom  and  Upright- 
nefs  of  the  Adminiftration.  Ambition,  the 
Ground,  fubfifls  the  fame.  Thefe  Colours 
and  this  Ground  are  common  to  our  Au- 
thor with  every  profligate  Incendiary,  who 
hopes  to  build  his  own  Fortunes  on  public 
Confuiion  :  They  are  common  to  him  with 
Catiline  ;  they  are  common  to  him  with 
Cromwell,  who,  as  he  fays,  P.  254.  firf 
infamed  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  into  Extra- 
vagance, and  afterwards  duped  and  aw- 
ed it  into  Submifion.  But  Catiline  never 
broached  his  Syftem  of  Tyranny,  while  his 
Ends  were  unaccomplifhed  ;  and  Cromwell 
did  not  ingraft  Canting  upon  Profanenefs, 
but  took  it  up  at  firft  and  perfifled  in  an 
uniform  Tenour  of  Conduct,  till  he  had 
carried  his  bold  Scheme  into  Execution. 
B  4  They 
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They  are  puny  Praditloners,   clumfy  Ar- 
tifts  in  Ambition,   who  fhift  their  Fadion, 
and   confefs  to  the  Party  they  leave,  that 
they  had   made   Tools  of  them   to  ferve 
their  Purpofe,  and  while   they  employed, 
defpifed    them.      So  the  "Tories  have  been 
told,  and  fo,   Gendemen,  you  (hall  be  told, 
if  you   can  be   blind  enough  to  aflift  the    • 
Ambition  of  a  Boy,   who  has  not  Difcre- 
tion    enough    to    conceal   the   Badnefs   of^ 
his  Heart,  nor  the  Triumph  of  his  Joy,  for  h 
having  been  fo  far  fuccefsfuUy  wicked.  • 

Having  fhewn  that  the  PafTage  above^- 
on  the  Army  is  parallel  to  one  in  the  Let-? 
ter  to  the  Tories^  I  find  in  the  fifty  fixth  of 
the  new  Perfian  Letters,  another  Con- 
firmation of  both  Pieces  being  Brats  of  the 
fame  Scribler,  for  he  fays  there,  that  To- 
ries  are  Punijhed  for  their  Separation,  by 
being  excluded  from  all  Places  of  Triift  and 
Profit ;  as  in  the  Letter  to  the  Tories  he 
fays,  that  They  are  kept  out  of  all  public 
Employments  of  Power  and  Profit.  P.  8, 
How  great  foever  a  Grievance  Selim  may 
have  thought  fuch  Exclufion,  the  Tories 
have  never  complained  fo  piteoufly,  nor 
ihewed  that  Power  and  Profit  were  their 
only  and  ultimate  Objects  in  ferving  their 
Country.     If  they  did  think  fo^  why  hav? 

they 
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they  declined  every   Offer  that  has  been 
made  them  of  Places,   Honours  and  Emo- 
luments?    When    every    Gate    has    been 
thrown  open  for  Men  of  all  Denominati- 
ons to  enter,   v^hy  have  the  Tories  hung 
back,  but  becaufe   they  were  content  like 
true  Patriots  to  ferve  their  Country,   with- 
out the  mercenary  Hopes  of  Reward  !  Such 
a  Principle,    that  Men  mufl  be  paid  for  be- 
ing  loyal,   and  hired  to  live  free  and  happy ^ 
if  there  is  fuch  a  principle,   fays  one  of  the 
.Managers  againft  Lord  Lovaf,  P.  17.  of 
his  Trial,    it  is  the  loweft,    the  bafefl,  the 
7neanefi,  as  well  as  the  mofl  mifchievous  and 
wicked  that   can   enter  into  the  Heart  of 
Man.     The  Complaints  of  the  Tor/Vj  have 
been  of  another  Nature  ;  not  that  Men  were 
unrewarded  who  have  ferved  their  Coun- 
try, but  that  thofe   have   been    rewarded 
who  have   betrayed  it.     And  they  have  a 
new  Caufe  of  Complaifii,  even  againft  this 
their   pretended   Champion,     who   calling 
himfelf  a   Tory,    and  counterfeiting   Zeal 
for  the  eftablilhed  Religion,    ridicules  the 
Birhops,   who,   he  fays,   are  obliged  in  Con- 
fcience  to  acknowledge  that  the  Chara£ier  of 
Epifcopacy  is  indelible-,   and  compares  the 
Tories  to  DilTenters,  whom  all  true  Tories 

think 
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think  juftly  punifhed  for  their  Separation 
from  the  Church.  P.  230.  He  is  indeed, 
as  he  fays,  a  Stranger^  whofe  Advice  will 
neither  be  followed  by  Tories  or  Whigs^ 
tho'  in  the  fame  Page  he  tells  you,  Tou 
Jhoiild  pull  down  at  once  thefe  Enfigns  of 
Party y  which  are  indeed  falfe  Colours 
"hung  out  by  FaBion^  and  fet  up  injiead  of 
them  one  national  Standard,  which  all 
who  leave  J  by  whatever  Name  they  may  call 
themfelves,  jhould  be  confidered  and  iifed  as 
Deserters.  A  very  righteous  Sentence, 
but  of  a  Piece  with  the  reft  of  Selim's  al^ 
tered  Maxims !  Death  is  the  Punifhment 
of  Deferters,  and  confequently  what  this 
Perfan  Lawgiver  would  inflidl  upon  all 
Men  in  Oppofition  :  In  his  Letter  to  the 
'Tories,  he  was  for  whetting  the  blunted 
Sword  of  Ju/iice  ;  and  in  the  very  laft  Line 
of  his  new  Edition,  he  calls  for  Jujlice 
upon  public  Offenders.  If  a  Man  fo  void 
of  every  Sentiment  of  Engliflj  Good-na- 
ture, that  amiable  Word  for  which  no 
other  Language  has  a  fynonymous  Term, 
fo  adulterated  in  every  Opinion  that  is  ef- 
fential  to  Englijh  Liberty,  if  fuch  a  Man 
does  not  deferve  to  be  ftigmatized,  Satyr 
]ias  loft  its  Province,  and  Praife  and  Re- 
proach 
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proach  may  be  Words  without  Meaning. 
But  a  learned  Englijlo  Prelate,  whofe  Chrif- 
tian  Piety  and  Charity  were  unqueftionable, 
has  taught  me  how  to  deal  with  Perfons 
of  this  Stamp :  Si  qui  verofmt^  fays  he, 
qui  me  am  in  accufando  acerbitatem  repre^ 
hendentj  ii  hoc  refponfi  a  me  ferant  \  non  ex 
Lingua  petulantia  aut  Naturce  morbo  id 
proficifct  :  Sed  hcec  efi  'Ratio  mea  C^  fie 
animiim  induco  meum^  ad  Virtutem  oportere 
cohortari  diligenter^  Vitia  notare  acriter, 
laudare  ample^  "oituperare  Improbos  afpere. 
I  do  not  wonder  that  this  revolted  Patriot 
has  adopted  Perfecution  into  his  Syftem, 
he  might  mafTacre  Opponents,  he  can  ne- 
ver force  them  to  fubmit  to  his  Dodlrines, 
unlefs  he  can  change  the  Climate  of  Great 
Britain^  as  Ariftotle^  when  his  ambitious 
Pupil  asked  him,  whether  he  fhould  exter- 
minate the  barbarous  Nations  whom  he  en- 
countered, on  account  of  their  intolerable 
Ferocity,  told  him,  that  if  he  could  alter 
the  Air  of  the  Country,  he  fhould  fuffer 
them  to  hve;  if  not,  he  fhould  deflroy 
them. 

The  fifty  fecond  of  the  old  Letters  is  in- 
tirely  omitted  in  the  new  Edition  j  It  bore 
too  hard  upon  the  prefent  Times  to  be 

fuf- 
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fuffered.     It  lamented  the  Fates  of  worthy- 
Commanders,  who  having  ferved  with  Re- 
putation  to  themfelves  and  their   Country^ 
have  lefs  Power  allowed  them  in  the  Go- 
vernment    tha?i   a  Voluble    Speaker    in 
Farliament,     Nay  that  a   General  in  his 
own  Province  fiall  be  curbed  and  thwarted 
by  twenty  People  who  are  got  into  Military 
E,mployme?its  by   the  peaceful  Merit  of  un^ 
hounded  Complaifance^  and  who  by  Virtue 
of  their  Pofis  in   a   War-ofice  take  upon 
them  to  dircB  his  Operations  afid  criticize 
his  ConduB.     But  the  laft   Paragraph   of 
this  expunged  Letter  was  too  heretical  not 
to  be  condemned  :    Let  us  hear  its  own 
Words,  and  fee  whether  the  Circumflan- 
ces   mentioned  in  it  are  altered  or  only  the 
Author  :  Put  I  don't  know  how  it  comes  to 
pafs  that  the  Engliili   Nation^   which  has 
very  ofte?!  made  a  great  Figure  in  the  Fields 
and  generally  a  very  poor  one  in  the  Cabi- 
net^ is  fo  lavi/h  in  Favours  and  Rewards 
to  unfuccefsful  Negotiators,  and  fo  [paring 
of  them  to   its  moft  fortunate  Commanders, 
The    noble,    the    deferved,    the  unprece- 
dented Provifion  made  for   a  brave  young 
Prince  certainly  refcues  the   laft  Words  of 
this  Sentence  from  being  applicable  at  pre- 
l  fent  ^ 
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fent ;  but  the  unfiiccefsful  Negotiators  I 
think  might  have  remained  in  the  Niche 
where  our  Author  had  placed  them.  And 
well  is  it  for  our  youthful  Statefmen,  that 
the  French  have  not  thought  of  repeating 
the  Prefent  of  a  Tun  of  Tennis  Balls!  our 
modern  Rackets  are  not  of  fuch  formid- 
able Temper  as  to  (hake  the  Walls  of  P^r/y. 
The  fixty  feventh  Letter  has  met  with 
the  fame  Fate  as  the  fifty  fecond ;  the 
Subjed:  of  it  was  the  enormous  Power  of 
the  Crown  arifing  from  the  Number  of 
Employments  which  it  has  to  beftow,  and 
by  the  MultipHcation  of  new  Places  on  the 
Increafe  of  Taxes.  Andrew  Marvel  car- 
ried this    Sentiment  ftill  farther  than  our 

Author ^  and  never  changed  it.      In 

his  Growth  of  Popery,  he  fays,  the  King 
has  the  Difpofal  of  fo  many  Offices,  that  it 
feems  as  ij  the  Nation  could  fear  ce  furnifh 
honefi  Men  enough  to  fupply  all  thofe  Em- 
ployments.  When  we  refledl  how  many 
Patriots  have  been  purchafcd  by  the  Dif- 
tribution  of  thefe  Offices,  we  fhall  not 
wonder  that  this  little  EfTay  has  been  fup- 
prefled.  Inftead  of  it,  a  great  Addition 
has  been  made  to  the  fixty  fixth  new  Let- 
ter,   containing  a   Defence  of  feptennial 

Par- 
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Parliaments.     How  many  Orations  have 
Selim  and   his    AiTociates    uttered  againft 
the  Danger  of  this  Ufage !     But  he  now 
thinks,  for  'very  good  Reajhns,  that  feptenni- 
al   Meetings   are    preferable    to    triennial. 
The  firft  Reafon  he  gives  is  fo  comical, 
that  I  mud  divert  my  Readers  with  it : 
He  is  afraid  that  Country  Gentlemen  can- 
not afford  the  Expence  of  contefting  with 
the  Court  in    Corruption    above  once  in 
feven  Years.     But  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
guefs  at  his  true  Reafon,  it  is  the  fame 
that  Panzilorus  relates  of  a  Lawyer,  who 
Eipifcopo  T^icinenjt  Jcepe  interroganti^  cur  to- 
ties  Leges  mutarentur^    refpondit^    id  if  a 
jujium  ejfe^  quod  cidque  fuo  tempore  expedit : 
He  thought  it  juft  that  the  Laws  (hould  be 
changed,  as  often  as  any  one  found  it  con- 
venient.    It  was    unfortunate    for   Selim 
and  the    other    Apoflates,   that  almoft  as 
focn  as  they  had  notified  their  Inclination 
for  feptennial  Parliaments,  in  Contradidli- 
on  to  the  whole  Tenour  of  their  Lives, 
it  (hould  be  neceffary  for  the  Salvation  of 
their  Junto  to  fwerve  from  their  new  Opi- 
nion, and  concur,  as  James  the  firft  notably 
expreffed  it,     in   breaking  the  Neck  of  a 
Septennial  AHembly.    But  they  have  wad- 
ed 
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ed  into  an  Ocean  of  Contradidions,  and 
they  are  as  near  Shore  in  advancing  as  re- 
treating. One  Inconfiftency  heaped  on 
another  is  a  De-compound  very  frequent 
in  a  Renegade's  Grammar.  They  endea- 
voured the  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  Adt, 
then  declared  for  it,  and  then  infringed 
it.  It  puts  me  in  Mind  of  an  Axiom  of 
Hobbes-y  as  often  asReafon  is  againji  a  Man^ 
Jo  often  is  a  Man  againfl  Reafon.  In  this 
Condud  of  theirs,  both  the  Tories,  the 
Partizans  of  the  Triennial  Bill,  and  the 
Whigs  of  the  Septennial,  mu/t  find  cogent 
Inducements  to  make  them  lift  chearfuUy 
under  the  Patriots! 

The  feventieth  Letter  is  likewife  ca- 
(hiered ;  it  defcribed  the  DefenceleiTnefs 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Danger  of  the 
Army  becoming  perpetual.  This  latter 
Danger  I  hinted  at  in  my  former  Letter ; 
but  Seliniy  who  is  grown  to  think  the  Prefs 
dangerous,  has  loft  all  Apprehenfions  from 
the  Army.  But  how  he  comes  to  think 
the  Country  fafe,  when  more  drained  of 
Troops  than  ever  it  was  known,  why  it  is 
more  defenfible  in  Time  of  War  without 
an  Army,  than  in  Time  of  Peace  with  aa 
immenfe  and  overgrown  ftanding  Force,  is 
I  not 
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not  eafily  cleared  up.  But  there  was  a 
Grievance  in  the  Beginning  of  this  omitted 
Letter,  which  ought  to  have  been  harbour- 
ed fomewhere,  becaufe  it  is  a  common 
Complaint  with  his  Fadlion,  even  under 
our  prefent  happy  Adminiftration.  This 
Overfight  of  the  Government,  or  as  he 
exprefled  it,  this  Difregard  to  public  Uti- 
lity, was  the  Badnefs  of  the  Roads  I  A 
Matter  of  Complaint  it  feems  fo  important, 
that  not  only  our  Bodies,  but  our  Souls  are 
concerned  in  it,  as  I  gather  from  a  learned 
Difcourfe  printed  this  Summer,  and  preach- 
ed at  Buckingham  the  Sunday  following  the 
Election.  It  was  entided,  The  bad  Confe- 
quences  of  Divijion  and  Party-Rage  con- 
fidered.  The  Reverend  Author  enumerat- 
ing the  Mifchiefs  attending  Chriftians  who 
give  themfelves  up  to  Faction,  and  who 
continue  in  Oppofition  after  his  Patrons  had 
left  it,  fums  up  the  Calamities  of  this  mod 
uncharitable  Warfare  in  thefe  moving 
Words :  Public  Buildings  are  delayed^  pub^ 
lie  Roads  negk5ied,  a?id  public  Offices  kept 
•undifpofed  of  This  laft  Difafter  one  fliould 
think  did  not  fubfift  in  any  Degree,  while 
there  are  fo  many  Coufins  who,  like  the 
Dodor,    have  no  Averfion   to  Pluralities. 

And 
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And  if  he  thought  a  little  more  of  the 
Road  to  Heaven,  than  of  the  Road  to  the 
modern  Elyfian  Fields,  it  would  not  give 
the  Enemies  of  the  Church  fuch  a  Handle 
of  laughing  at  his  facred  Profeffion. 

The  laft  Perfian  Letter  that  I  (hall  men- 
tion  at  prefent  is  one  which  the  Author, 
by  fome  Inadvertency  has  left  in  it's  Place ; 
or  if  he  purpofely  forbore  to  retrench  it,  I 
am  willing  to  pay  him  the  Compliment  that 
Birhop  Montague  pafTed  on  one  of  his  bro- 
ther Authors  :  Impotentis  Lingua  &  Cala- 
mi pkrumque  Script  or,  fed  in  ?nultis  non  re- 
jeBitius.  The  Letter  I  mean  is  that  ne- 
ceffary  Invedive  on  Cookery  :  a  Science 
of  late  incorporated  into  our  very  Politics, 
and  to  which  they  are  even  obliged  very 
often  to  give  place  : 

^lelle  Fureur,  dhll,  quel  aveugle  Caprice, 
^and  le  Diner  eft  pret,  Vous  appelle  a  I* 

Office! 
De   votre    Dignite  foutenez    Mieux  f 

Eclat.  Boileau. 

Thus    have    I    gone  through  the    tedious 

Tafk  of  following  this  Proteus  through  all 

his  Metamorphofes,  and  held   him   up  to 

C  public 
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public  View,  declaring  alternately  for  and 
againft  every   Dodrine    that   he   formerly 
maintained.       If   I   have   once   mifquoted 
him,     or   afcribed  to   him  one   deteftable 
Dodtrine  which  is  not  his  own,  I  am  will- 
ing my  Writings  fliould  incur  the  Stygma 
that  I  call  for  upon  his.      Or  if  even  by 
this  Treatife  I  have  not  {hewn  the  Expedi- 
ence of  the  Prefs  in  detecfting  fuch  Errors, 
fuch  Attacks  on  Liberty,  fuch    Profligacy, 
as  far  as  my  Voice  can  go,   I  confent  to 
the  abolifhing  this  favourite  Privilege,    and 
to  the  ereftlng  a  Congregation  of  the  Index 
Expurgatorius,    for  prohibiting  unwelcome 
Truths.      Let  even  the  difcreet  and  judi- 
cious S  E  L  I  M  be  at  the  Head  of  it !   He 
has   formerly  had   a    Hand   in   a   private 
Printing- prefs,  whence  has  iffued  many  a 
Trad  little  fliort  of  Treafon  j  let  him  now 
ad:  in   the  oppofite  Extreme,    and   control 
the  mofl  legal  PrefTes.     As  far  as   a  Pro- 
penfity  to  Mifchief  can  quaUfy  him  for  the 
Office,  he  is  qualified  ;    though  I  fear  the 
yefuits^  who  have  eflabliflied  fuch  a  difcre- 
tionary  Cenfor  as  he  recommends,   would 
require  Parts  in  the  Candidate  as  well  as 
Malignity. 


It 
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It  is  not  eafily  conceivable  how  it  could 
€ome  into  his  Head  to  republifh  thefe  Let- 
ters, or  imagine  he  could  torture  their  ori- 
ginal Patriotifm  to  fpeak  the  Language  of 
his  prefent  Profeffion.  What  could  hap- 
pen to  them  fo  lucky,  as  what  had  hap- 
pened to  them,  to  be  forgot  ?  What  Fate 
could  Seh'm  expert  fo  propitious  as  to  be 
dead  and  unremembered  ?  And  yet 

II  pover  lJo?m^  che  nonfe  rCera  accorto^ 
Andava  combattendo^   ed  era  Mo?'to, 

Which  may  be  rendered, 

'The  poor  Ma?i^  by  his  Zeal  mijled^ 
Went  fcrihbling  on^  though  he  was  dead. 

I  (hall  not  trouble  my  Readers  with 
any  more  Arguments  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Prefs,  nor  after  I  have  done  with  the  late 
Patriots,^  with  any  more  of  my  Writings  ; 
unlefs  I  am  provoked  to  it,  which  at  my 
Time  of  Life  will  not  be  eafy  to  do,  by 
any  flagrant  Attempts  of  this  young  aban- 
doned Cabal.  If  they  profecute  their  per- 
nicious Schemes,  I  think  I  have  flill  Vigour 
tnough   left   to   ferve  my  Country  againfl 

C   2  any 
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any  x\ttack,  where  Iniquity  is  the  greateft 
Force  of  it's  Adverfaries,  and  will  fay  with 
JoJm  Dryden,  whofe  glorious  Rhimes  feem 
neo-leded  now  for  the  blank  Rhapfodies  of 
puny  Poetaftcrs, 

Hope  not,  bafe  Ma?t,  unquejlion'd  hence 

to  go. 
For  I  am  Palamon,  thy  mortal  Foe, 

If  after  this   Declaration,  Selim  would 
hften  to  a  Word  of  Advice  from  mc,   I 
would  counfel  him  to  cheriOi  the   Prefs 
inftead  of  demolifliing  it  :   He  has  found 
how  ferviceable  it  may  be  to  Ambition  in 
Difgrace  ;   and  as  the  Temper  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  England  is   not  the  moil  conftant, 
who  knows  how  foon  the  Tide  of  Popu- 
larity, which  has  carried  thefe  Children  of 
Fortune  to  an  aftonifliing  Eminence,  may 
turn  and  leave  them  gaping  after  Honours 
and   Offices  that  fhall  be   flipped   out   of 
their  Grafp  ?  In  their  prefent  Infolence  of 
Power  I  know,  I  hear  they  laugh  at  the 
Poffibility   of   a  Reverfe  :    They  brag  of 
having  feized  the  Government,    and  vaunt 
that  even  the  lawful  Owners   fliall  never 
have  Power  to  difplace  them.     But  if  they 

Ihould, 
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^ould,  if  the  Nation  (liould  grow  weary 
of  feeing  their  Princes  infulted,  their  Par- 
liaments trampled  under  Foot,  their  Armies 
thrown  away  in  impotent  Campaigns,  their 
Wealth  fquandered,  their  Honour  lofl, 
their  Peerage  made  cheap,  and  Seaford  un- 
vindicated  -,  if  this  fhould  happen,  and 
Patriots  be  again  obh'ged  to  have  recourfe 
to  real  Treafon  and  fi6litious  Virtue,  how 
would  they  feel  the  Want  of  unlimited 
Printing,  or  who  would  be  the  loudefl  to 
complain  of  not  having  every  Method  in- 
dulged of  overturning  every  Adminiftrati- 
on  ?  Would  all  Opponents  then  be  Jaco- 
bites, and  deferve  to  be  treated  as  Defert- 
ers  ?  Would  Divinity  then  employ  the 
Pen  of  Seli??i  ?  Would  our  Vangoen^  like 
that  Dutch  Bard,  conclude  his  Labours 
with  the  Life  of  St.  Fa  u  l,  or  have  Re- 
courfe to  Authors  of  warmer  Climates,  and 
more  turbulent  Genius  for  Imitation  ? 

This^is  the  Alternative  which  the  Na- 
tion muft  exped  till  this  Fa<flion  is  worn 
out  or  utterly  exploded  ;  either  Liberty  un- 
dermined, if  they  have  any  Share  of  Pow- 
er ;  or  fome  Part  of  the  Royal  Family 
traduced,  if  their  Ambition  is  ungratified. 
The  former  has  appeared  in  the  Courfe  ot 

C   3  this 
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this  Letter  :  The  latter  muft  flrike  any 
Man  who  compares  the  defamatory  Libels, 
which  were  publifhed  againft  his  Majefty 
in  the  Time  of  profound  Tranquillity,  with 
the  Behaviour  of  the  Jacobites  during  the 
Rebellion,  which  at  leaft  clears  them  from 
having  had  any  Hand  in  thofe  treafonablc 
Papers.  Though  they  attacked  his  Crown, 
they  revered  his  Perfon ;  though  they  que- 
ftioned  his  Title,  they  never  difputed  his 
Virtues.  They  owned  him  as  brave  in 
War,  as  merciful  in  Peace  ;  and  though 
they  wi(hed  to  conquer  him,  they  never  de- 
frauded him  of  Glory  which  he  had  gain'd 
by  Conqueft.  Were  he  the  afpiring,  the 
abfolute  Monarch  which  the  Patriots  have 
painted  him,  would  he  have  quietly  fub- 
mitted  to  every  Change  of  Adminiftration 
which  Fadion  has  precipitated  ?  He  has 
preferred  his  People's  inconftant  Will  to  his 
own  ileady  Inclination,  and  been  content  to 
be  the  Head  of  a  Nation  fo  independent, 
that  every  Man  in  it  is  free  but  himfelf. 
Nor  can  this  Virtue  be  imputed  to  Con- 
flraint,  for  in  thofe  Dominions  where  his 
Power  is  defpotic,  his  Subjeds  don't  per* 
ceive  that  they  want  the  Sandion  of  Par- 
liaments to  fecure  their  FeUcity. 

A  THIRD 
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^lodfi  t  ant  us  hahet  Mcntes  ^  PeEiora  Terror^ 
Ipfum  obtejicmur^  Veniamque  oremus  ab  ipfo^ 
Cedat  Jus  proprium  Regi,  Patriaque  remit  tat. 
^id  miferos  toties  in  aperta  Pericida  Gives 
Projicis,   0  Latio^  Caput  Horum  ^  Caufa  Malo- 
rum  ?  ViRG. 

'Dabit  Deus  his  quoque  Finem.  Virg. 


THIRD   LETTER 

TO    THE 

WHIGS. 


WHOEVER  recolleds any  Thing 
of  the  State  of  this  Country  a 
few  Years  ago,  muft  obferve 
with  Surprize,  and  fome  will  refledl  with 
Concern,  how  miferably  it  is  fallen  from  its 
triumphant  Situation  to  its  prefent  lament- 
able Condition.  How  an  Ifland  flourifhing 
in  People,  of  Commerce  moft  extenfive, 
puifTant  at  Sea,  nay  formidable  to  all  Eti- 
rope^  the  Wealth  and  Induftry  of  the  In- 
habitants their  own,  the  Conftitution  mofl 
admirably  calculated  for  the  Eafe  and  Free- 
dom of  the  Subject,  and  every  Year  mak- 
pg  Acquifitions  of  Liberty  and  new  Pri- 
vileges 
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vileges  through  the  Indulgence  of  an  excel- 
lent Prince,  who  has  never  altered  a  Law 
but  to  the  Diminution  of  the  Prerogative, 
whofe  Family  was  brought  hither  for  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty,  and  whofe  Eftablilhment 
here  has  been  often  celebrated  by  their 
Victories  over  arbitrary  Power,  the  Balance 
of  which  Efiglatid  had  always  held  with 
Honour  ;  how  fuch  a  Country  fhould  be 
at  the  Eve  of  lofing  all  thofe  Bleffings, 
all  thefe  Glories,  muft  be  Matter  of  En- 
quiry to  the  moft  indolently  Curious ;  tho' 
alas!  it  is  almoft  too  late  to  employ  the 
Minds  of  any  but  the  Speculative. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough\  Torrent 
of  Succefs  had  raifed  this  Nation  to  a  Le- 
vel with  the  firft  and  haughtieft  Crowns 
of  Europe^  of  which  fome  felt  themfelves 
checked  by  the  Weight,  others  preferved 
by  the  Support  of   our    Power.     Sir  i?. 

}y 's  long  and  pacific   Adminiftration 

confirmed  the  Advantages  which  our  Arms 
had  acquired,  and  added  many,  might 
have  added  all  the  Emoluments  of  Peace 
to  the  Glories  of  War.  Whether  thefe 
Bleffings  were  not  too  dearly  bought  by 
the  Tamenefs  of  our  Politicks,  I  fhall  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine.  The  great 
I  Ad^ 
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Advantages  we  had  gained  over  France  in 
the  laft  War,  retaking  their  Conquefts, 
controlling  their  Ambition,  and  obliging 
them  to  poftpone  their  Plan  of  Empire, 
had  fo  fwelled  our  Imaginations,  that  half 
the  Kingdom  thought  every  Negotiation 
with  that  Country,  in  which  we  did  not 
bully  them,  was  a  Symptom  of  being  bul- 
lied; and  being  taught  even  by  the  then 
Miniftry  to  explode  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
were  impatient  to  cancel  it  and  make 
one  more  honourable. 

During   our  Ina(5tivity,     the  Houfc   of 
Bourbon  was  not  idle:    their  Great  Mini- 
fler  was  laying  a  Foundation  for  the  future 
Glory  of  his  Country,   by  the  fame   pacific 
Arts  that  Sir  R.    W.  was  praftifing  here. 
Both  the   Cardinal  and  the  Efiglijh  Mini- 
{ler  were  drove  out  of  their  favorite  Schemes 
by  the  Intrigues  of  their  Antagonifls,    and 
hurried  upon  War  againft  their  Inclinations. 
France  amply  indemnified  herfelf  for  what- 
ever Blood  and  Treafure  (he  flung   away 
in  the  PoUfi  War,    by  the  Acquifition  of 
Jjorrain  for  herfelf,    and   the  large  Spoils 
which  fhe  allotted  to  a  younger  Branch   of 
her   Family,    out  of   the   Plunder  of  the 
Jloufe  of  Auftria.     This  Increafe  of  Do- 
minion 
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minion  in  that  already  too  formidable  Race, 
was  a  juft  Ground  of  Terror  to  EngUJhmeny 
who  really  felt  the  honeft  Glow  of  Patriot- 

ifm That  exalted  Kind  of  Patriotifm 

that  confiders  the  Liberties  of  'Europe  as  in- 
feparably  interwoven  with  the  Intereft  of 
Great-Britain 'j    that  makes  the  common 
Caufe  its  own,    and  knows  no  Diftindlion 
of  Parties,  but  the  Friends  to  the  Balance 
of  Power,    and  the  Partizans   of  France, 
On  fuch  Public-fpirited  Motives  did  fome 
of  the  Chiefs  of  the  late  Oppofition  differ 
with  Sir  R.  W,  and  endeavour  to  force  him 
on  a  War  which  they  thought  not  only  the 
Honour,  but  the  Intereft  of  England  called 
for.    That  Pique,  Prejudice,   Malice,  Am- 
bition,   Self-Intereft   and   Revenge  fhould 
lift  under  fuch  laudable  Colours,    can  fur- 
prize    no   Man  who  has  lived  long  in  the 
World  J  they  did  :  under  fair  Appearances 
Men  given  up  to  thefe  unworthy  Paffions 
difguifed  the  Foulnefs  of  their  Hearts,  and 
fo  far   confpired  to  promote  Patriot  Views, 
as  thofe  Views  could  contribute  to  remove 
all  Obflacles  to  their  Ambition,    and  open 
their  Career  to  Power.    Thus  a  formidable 
Oppofition  was  combined  againft  the  Paci- 
fic Minifter,  and  the  Nation  taught  to  de- 
mand 
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mand  War,  "till  it  was  no  longer  fafe 
or  pradlicable  to  refufe  it.  I  beg  my 
Readers  to  keep  their  Eye  on  this  Pe- 
riod, and  to  remember  that  at  leaft  every 
Man  then  in  the  Oppofition  was  an  Ad- 
vocate for  War,  while  fome  really  meant 
it,  others  only  ftruck  at  the  Minifler  thro' 
it,  however  the  latter  may  have  altered 
their  Cry,  as  the  Obie(fl  of  their  Hatred 
may  have  been  changed. 

The  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Sixth  threw  open  fuch  a  new  Scene,    that 
Modern   Hiftory  will  date  one  of  its  moffc 
remarkable  ^ras  from  that  Period.      As  if 
he   had   carried    with   him   all    Ties,     all 
Bands  of  Faith  and  Policy,  and  the  World 
was  to  fet  out  again  in  a  State  of  Nature, 
the  Princes  of  Europe  immediately  on  his 
Death  entered  on  a  Courfe  of  Royal  Ra- 
pine and  Invafion.     Several  of  them  had 
bound  themfelves  by  the  moft  folemn  En- 
gagements to   proted  his  Succeflion.     The 
Eledor  of  Saxony  owed  the  Crown  of  Po- 
knd  to  him,   a  Gift  that  had  cofl  the  Em- 
peror dear.      Fra?jce  had  jufl:  concluded  the 
ftrideft  League  with  him,    and  only  took 
juft  Time  enough  to  affure  his  Daughter  of 
maintaining  it  inviolably,   before  jQbe  broke 
I  it 
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it  in  the  inofl:  perjured  Manner.  The 
King  of  PruJJia  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria, 
the  former  of  whom  was  as  new  to  Monar- 
chy as  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  but  as  it 
appeared  much  better  read  in  the  Arts  and 
Stratagems  of  Empire,  had  both  looked  on 
their  Houfes  as  opprelTed  by  that  of  Aujiria, 
while  the  latter  was  pofTefled  of  the  Impe- 
rial Dignity,  and  were  glad  to  feize  the 
Occaiion  of  fliaking  off  the  Yoak  ;  which 
they  both  did  fo  completely,  that  the  one 
made  himfelf  Mailer  of  the  fair  Province 
of  Silefiay  the  other  adually  crowned  him- 
felf in  Bohemia^  added  to  that  the  Imperial 
Crown,  and  feemed  to  bound  his  Claim  to 
the  whole  Succeffion  of  the  laft  Emperor, 
only  where  the  Partners  of  his  Plunder 
fliould  prefcribe  him  Limits.  Spain,  who 
had  only  made  a  Treaty  with  Charles  to 
fecure  what  (lie  had  forced  from  him,  was 
ready  to  burfl  that  Connedion  when  a  Field 
was  opened  for  feizing  more.  With  this 
laft  Power  England  was  already  at  War  ; 
a  War  really  thirfted  after  by  fome  Mer- 
chants, who  had  fome  problematical  Rights 
which  they  hoped  to  afcertain ;  adopted  by 
the  popular  Party,  becaufe  avoided  by  the 
Minifter,    and  underhand  promoted  by   a 

Man^ 
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Man,  who  vVith  all  the  Selii^hnefs  of  the 
Merchants,  Oppofition  and  Minifler  v/as 
glad  to  bring  on  a  Confufion  upon  the 
whole,  which  he  knew  muft  advance 
his  own  Views,  becaufe  he  was  determined 
to  join  with  whatever  Party  fhould  pre- 
vail. I  need  not  defcribe  the  Man  I  mean, 
but  by  faying  that  he  has  betrayed  all  Men 
with  whom  he  has  ever  aded,  or  to  whom 
he  has  ever  been  obliged  j  and  that  what 
is  much  ftranger,  he  is  ftill  in  a  Situation 
to  betray  more. 

At  this  Period  the  Pacific  Minifter  was 
difgraced ;  and  the  x^dminiftration  and  the 
War  fell  into  the  Hands  of  a  Man  who 
was  one  of  the  Chief  Promoters  of  adive 
Operations.  Unfortunately  for  the  new 
Councils,  the  Flower  of  our  Armies  and  Na- 
vies had  perifhed  in  the  SpaniJIo  War,  a  large 
Debt  was  contracted,  and  our  Inability  of 
wounding  one  of  ourgreateft  Enemies  difco- 
veredi  I  mean,  the  little  Hurt  we  could  do 
to  the  Spaniard  in  the  IVeji  Indies.  Yet 
v^ith  thefe  Difadvantages,  with  the  Damps 
thrown  on  the  new  Miniiler's  Schemes 
by  his  AfTociates,  the  Remains  of  the  laft 
Miniftiy  j  and  by  the  Perfidy  of  his  old 
Friends  who  had  joined  the  loudefl  in  the 

Cry 
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Cry  for  War,  but  who  now  threw  every 
Impediment   in  the  Way  when  it  was  ef- 
fedled  and  to  be  vigoroully  carried  on  ;  un- 
der all  thefe  Obftacles  fome  Troops  were 
fent  abroad  (and  the  Nation  not  drained 
as  it  is  at  prefent  and  expofed  to  the  firft 
idle  Regiments  that  Vrance  can  fpare  from 
the  Coaft)  and  a  Vidlory   atchieved  over 
France  under  the  very  Eye  and  Aufpices  of 
our  own  Prince  :    A  Viftory  that  refreflied 
the  Glory  of  the  Britip  Arms,  and  efta- 
jYTi^aiM^  bUfhed  the  Credit  of  him  who  had  the  Hap- 
J  pinefs  of  beholding  the  Occafion   he  had 

offered  to  the  Royal  Valour  of  fignalizing 
itfelf  fo  memorably  ;  the  laft  Vidtory  alas ! 
which  we  have  had  over  any  but  our  own 
Countrymen !  and  an  Event  fo  illuftrious 
and  fo  honourable  to  the  Patriotifm  that 
had  promoted  the  War,  that  the  Author 
of  it  foon  fucceeded  to  all  the  Envy,  which 
before  had  been  the  Lot  of  the  Peaceable* 
I  fhould  not  fay  all  the  Envy,  for  De- 
traction doped  not  at  the  Minifter.  Was 
pot  every  Art  ufed  to  depreciate,  to  an- 
nihilate this  Vidory  !  Was  not  there  a 
Band  of  fhamelefs  Declaimers  even  in  the 
Senate,  that  endeavoured  to  rob  their  Coun- 
try  and  Countrymen   of  the  Honour  they 

had 


( 49 ; 

had  gained,  and  who  called  themfelves  Pa- 
triots,  while    they   openly   aded   a   Part, 
that  in  any  other  Country  would  have  been 
puniihed  as  Treafon  to  the  Commonwealth  ? 
The  Affair  of  the  Hanoverians  is  a  Period 
of  our  Hiflory  not  to  be  matched  in  any 
other  Annals.      Partiality  in  the  Sovereign, 
Proftitution  and  fervile  Flattery  in  the  Mi- 
nifter,  and   Cowardice    in    the   aflbciated 
Troops  were  the  gentle  Themes  given  out 
to   raife   Commotions    and   Sedition  — — 
but  as  I  have  mentioned  this  Affair  in  my 
firft  Letter,  I  fhall  fay  no  more  of  the  Con- 
fequences  of  it  here.      But  as  this  was  the 
fhining  Moment  in  which  the  Patriots  laid 
the  Foundation  of  their  Fortune  by  Arts  fo 
feemingly  incompatible  with  their  Intereft, 
I  fhall  examine   whether  any  Change  of 
Circumftances  has  authorized  their  prodi- 
gious Change  of  Condud:  j  and  if  none  has, 
fhall  fubmit  to  you,   Gentlemen,   whether 
what  might  have  been  interpreted  miflaken 
,  Zeal,  had    it   concealed   no  felfifh  Views, 
has  not  proved  by  the  Event  errant  Sediti- 
on and  mercenary  Policy.     In  this  Difqui- 
fition  I  fhall  take  leave  to  include  the  Be* 
haviour  of  the   Patriots   in  general  under 
that  of  their  favourite  Orator;  the  Mob 
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c^wint^^f  of  Boys  that  run  after  him  are  below  my 
Notice  ;  and  even  Selim  I  look  upon  but  as 
his  Harbinger. 

When  the  Spirit  of  the  Nation  was  bent 
upon  War,      This  Person  found  himfelf 
in  the  Number   of  thofe   that  joined  the 
Cry,  and  contributed   with  all  the  Force 
of  his  Lungs,     which    indeed   then  were 
pretty  weak,   to   fwell  the  Halloo.      The 
old  Miniiler  was  no  fooner  removed,  and 
War  vigorouily  carried  on,   Corruption  ba- 
niflied,  and  popular  Bills  promoted  by  thofe 
who   had  the   Power  of,   or  Credit  with 
the   Government,     the  great   Objeds  that 
had  been   fet  up  by  the  Oppofition  as  their 
Points  of  View,  but  This  Person  did  — 
what?  —  continued   oppofing  ;     and   with 
fo  much  inveterate  Eloquence,   that  to  his 
Honour  be  it  fpoken  !   It  was  almoft  come 
to  the  Crifis  of  a  Queftion,    whether  the 
Nation  would  fuffer  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe 
o^  Hanover  to  fit  upon  the  BritiJJj  Throne. 
The  yacobites   adored  him,   and   one  old 
Lady,   whofe   Partiality  to  that    illuftrious 
Family  was  never  one  of  the  Points  of  her 
boafted  Whiggifm,  thought  Such  Patri- 
otism  deferved  even  Her  Acknowledge- 
ments.    Some  Variation  from  this  exceed - 
I  ing 
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ing  Weight  of  Glory  has  made  Men  -curi- 
ous to  fift  out  the  Motives  of  the  former 
Condudt. 

It  could  not  really  be  Zeal  agalnfl  the 
Hanoverians^  thus  they  fay,  for  then  he 
would  oppofe  them  ftill  —  but  he  has  not 
only  voted  for  them  himfelf,  but  abufed 
thofe  who  did  not.  It  could  not  be  Dif- 
inclination  to  the  War,  for  he  not  only  had 

promoted  it,   but  does  promote  it- and 

from  another  CircumOance  it  may  be  ga- 
thered that>he,does  not  wi(h  to  fee  it  at  an 
End.  It  could  not  be  for  conftitutional 
Points,  as  Place  Bills,  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments, Freedom  of  Eledions,  &c.  for  the 
then  Miniftry  had  paffed  the  tirft,  he  has 
changed  his  Opinion  as  to  the  fecond,  ^ 
and  for  the  laft,  he  has  been  at  Seaford, 
His  Oppofition  could  not  fpring  from  Sir 
R.  W,\  Tools  not  being  all  removed,  be- 
caufe  he  has  fince  leagued  with  them  him- 
felf. It  could  not  be  becaufe  Sir  R,  W, 
was  fcreened,  for  he  has  folemnly  aflured 
the  World  that  he  had  found  no  Matter 
againft  him.  Mankind  indeed  do  not  feem 
more  inclined  to  believe  that  Minifter's  In- 
nocence for  this  Declaration,  becaufe  it 
labours  with  this  Difficulty  :  This  very 
D  2  Per- 
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Perfon  hot  only  complained  of  the  Impcdi-* 
ments  given  to  the  fecret  Committee,  but 
the  very  next  Year,  I  think,  fecondcd  a 
Motion  for  the  Revival  of  it.  Now  either 
Way,  it  was  a  little  immoral  j  to  endea- 
vour to  bring  a  Man  to  a  fecond  Trial, 
whom  he  had  found  innocent,  or  to  delay 
acquitting  him  (if  he  was  innocent)  for  five 
Years  after  his  Trial,  and  two  after  his 
Death.  For  both  thefe  Reafons  any  Man, 
who  is  partial  to  This  Person's  Charac- 
ter, will  choofe  not  to  believe  a  Word  of 
jjl  what  he   faid  ;    but  will  rather  think  it  a 

neceflary  Compliment  paid  to  you,  Gentle- 
men, who  ftiil  retain  your  Partiality  for 
the  Memory  of  that  Minifter.  Indeed 
This  Person's  Friends  have  given  another 
Solution  of  this  Declaration :  They  fay  it 
was  to  reconcile  a  Vote  which  he  was  juft 
going  to  give  againft  fecret  Committees. 
It  would  have  been  inconfiftent  in  him,  fay 
they,  to  vote  againft  any  Enquiry  into  any 
Abufe,  if  he  had  not  declared  that  the 
only  Man  on  whom  he  ever  fat  in  Judg- 
ment, was  innocent.  But  with  their  Fa- 
vour, by  this  Rule  a  Chief  Juftice  ought  to 
throw  up  his  Commiffion,  nay  endeavour 
to  abolifli  all  judicial  Proceedings,  if  the 

firft 
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firft  MaiV  he  tries  does  not  happen  to  dc- 
fcrve  to  be  hanged. 

Laftly,  his  Oppofition  could  not  be 
grounded  on  the  Condudl  of  the  noble  Earl 
then  fuppofed  at  the  Head  of  the  Admini- 
ftration,  becaufe  tho'  his  Perfon  is  removed, 
his  Meafures,  as  far  as  weak  Heads  can 
execute  a  Plan  drawn  by  a  Genius,  are 
ftill  purfued.  He  firft  fent  Troops  to 
Flanders ;  have  they  been  recalled  ?  He 
was  for  reftoring  the  Balance  of  Power  — 
indeed  we  have  lince  loft  it  beyond  a  Pof- 
iibility  of  Retrieval,  but  are  not  we  trying 
to  retrieve  it  ?  He  made  a  Treaty  for  fe- 
curing  the  Alliance  of  the  King  of  Sardi- 
nia by  giving  him  Fi7ial ;  have  we  annulled 
that  Treaty  ?  Will  that  Prince  accept  of 
any  other  Conditions  for  his  Friendfhip  ? 
or  have  not  fome  of  the  righteous  Confci- 
ences  who  refufed  to  fign  that  Treaty  while 
it  was  his,  adopted  and  adted  in  Confe- 
quence  of  it?  juft  as  the  late  King's  Mi- 
nifters  impeached  Thofe  of  Anne  for  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht^  which  however  They 
ratified  and  maintained  themfelves. 

As    therefore    no   Objedlions   were    or 

could  be  made  againft  Sir  R.  W.'s  or  Lord 

p.'s  Adminiftrations  but  what  hold  equal- 
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ly  againft  the  prefent,  except  their  being 
in  Pofts  which  the  Patriots  coveted  j  that 
Objedion,  till  they  think  fit  to  account 
otherwife  for  their  Condud,  will  be  look- 
ed upon  as  the  only  and  true  Source  of 
their  Oppofition,  as  the  Removal  of  that 
Grievance  will  be  efleemed  the  Caufe  of 
their  Apoftacy. 

How  you.  Gentlemen,  have  been  fo 
eafily  reconciled  to  thefe  Men,  as  to  coa- 
lize  or  at  leaft  fubmit  to  the  Name  of  a 
Coalition  with  them,  after  all  the  Afper- 
fions  and  Abufe  caft  upon  you  by  them, 
and  removed  only  by  their  being  in  every 
Refpedl  preferred  to  you  by  your  Leaders, 
is  another  Difficulty  which  I  can  only  ac- 
count for,  by  thinking  thatypur  Satisfadi^ 
on  was  fo  compleat  at  feeing  the  Great 
Men  who  had  been  mofl  inftrumental  in 
overturning  your  Patron  and  demolifhing 
your  long  Power,  abufed  and  hunted  down, 
that  you  forgot  who  the  Perfecutors  were, 
and '  confidered  all  Men  as  Friends,  who 
contributed  to  blacken  and  annoy  your 
chief  Antagonifts :  As  Andrew  Marvell 
faid,  the  Parliament  thought  for  the  Triple 
Alliance  that  they  could  neither  give  nof 
forgive  too  much. 

The 
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The  Lenity  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
ftill  remain  in  the  Service  of  their  Country, 
and  whom  the  Patriots  have  deferted  and 
would  ftigmatize  for  Jacobites,  as  if  their 
Abfence  could  conftitute  Treafon  as  their 
Prefence  has  done,  is  another  remarkable 
Event ;  tho'  I  think  nothing  is  to  be  in- 
ferred from  their  gentle  Treatment  of  the 
Apoftates,  but  that  the  prefent  Oppofition 
is  compofed  of  Men  of  greater  Decency, 
greater  Allowance  for  the  Failings  of  Man- 
king,  and  fewer  ambitious  Paffions  and 
Refentments  than  ever  before  afTembled 
in  a  Party.  They  treat  Men  as  Gentle- 
men, by  whom  they  are  treated  as  yaco- 
biteSj  and  tho'  reproached  with  Treafon, 
wink  at  Apoftacy.  It  is  want  of  Gall, 
not  want  of  Matter,  that  prevents  the  Op- 
pofition from  retorting  on  the  vapouring 
Declaimer. 

What  a  Fool  art  thou. 


A  ramping  Fool,  to  brag,  to  /lamp  andpwear 
Upon  my  Party ;  thou  cold  blooded  Slave, 
Hajl  thou  not  fpoke  like  Thu?ider  on  my  Side  ? 
Been  fivorji  my  Soldier,  bidding  me  defend 
Upon  thy  Stars,  thy  Fortune,  and  thy  Strength, 
And  dofi  thou  now  fall  over  to  my  Fc£s  ? 

D  4  It 
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It  remains  to  be  proved  that  the  prefent 
abje<ft  Condition  of  Britain,  fallen  fron^ 
all  her  Glories,  and  eying  the  Moment 
when  {he  (hall  become  the  Prey  of  her  of- 
ten-vanquifhed  Rival,  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  Treafon  of  Patriots,  and  the 
timid  Compliance  of  Minifters  who  were 
chaffering  for  thofe  Patriots. 

When  great  Part  of  the  Nation  had 
determined  to  have  Sir  R.  W,  no  longer 
employed,  and  when  for  the  Reafons  \ 
have  mentioned,  and  from  the  mean  Jealou- 
fyof  his  Collegues  theSucceffor  of  Sir  R,  W, 
was  to  be  facrificed  too ;  It  was  given  out, 
and  feemed  to  be  allowed,  that  in  all  this 
Country  there  was  but  One  Man  that 
could  be  Minifter.  A  Circumftancc  as  re- 
proachful to  the  Genius  of  England  as  the 
Misfortunes  that  have  attended  this  Opini- 
on: How  bitter  a  Satire  on  a  Nation 
abounding  with  Patriots,  that  there  was 
but  one  Man  honeft  enough  to  be  trufted 
with  the  Management  of  Affairs !  It  ne- 
ver was  pretended  that  fuperior  Parts  en- 
titled him  to  this  Preheminence ;  and  ne- 
ver being  pretended,  I  would  not  afcribe 
our  Calamities  to  a  failing,  where  a  Suf- 
ficiency was  never  afferted.     I  would  on- 
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ly  cenfure  the  Weaknefs  of  conferring  a 
Truft  on  a  Quality,  that  is  necefTary  to 
corredt  the  Vicioufnefs  of  great  Parts,  but 
never  Can  fupply  them.  But  even  this 
Honefty  was^Jnadequate  to  the  Purpofe, 
for  the  intimate  Connecftion  of  this  honeft 
Man  with  the  moft  diflioneft  Man  living, 
was  fuch  a  Difcount  upon  his  Integrity,  as 
to  render  it  ufelefs  if  not  dangerous.  How- 
ever, he  was  fixed  up  as  the  Centre  of 
Britijh  Virtue,  that  was  to  draw  all  Par- 
ties to  a   Coalition  for  the   Good  of  the 

Whole And  even  this  had  not  been  im- 

pradicable,  had  he  ufed  no  Attradion  but 
his  Virtue,  or  could  have  maintained  the 
Dignity  of  his  Situation  :  But  the  Patriots 
foon  difcovered  the  weak  Part  of  his  Cha- 
racter, his  Timidity  and  Impatience  of  A- 
bufe,  and  drove  him  on  fuch  Condefcenfi- 
ons  as  have  been  fatal  to  his  Country.  Bold- 
nefs  they  contrad:ed  from  his  Irrefolution, 
and  Abufe  was  the  very  Noftrum  by  which 
they  had  already  raifed  their  Credit  fo 
high. 

The  great  and  fatal  Turn  of  our  Affairs 

is  to  be  dated  from  the  Lofs  of  the  Battle 

of  Fontenoy ;    the  Lofs  of  that  Battle,    as 

every  Child,    Orphans  at  lea  ft  I  am  fure 

V  there 
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there  are  many  know,  was  owing  to  the 
want  of  the  Hanoverians,  By  what  wretch- 
ed Complaifance  their  Abfence  was  occa- 
iioned,  I  need  not  repeat ;  nor  how  a  few 
perfonal  Inveftives  were  bought  off  by  giv- 
ing up  fo  important  a  Point,  to  paUiate  the 
too  glaring  Apoftacy  of  a  mollifying  Patri- 
ot. A  melancholy  Proof  that  Honefty,  not 
Abilities,  conftituted  the  Pre-eminence  I 
mentioned  above  !  Abilities  would  have 
fought  off  Abufe  -,  Honefty  was  obliged  to 
bribe  it  to  Silence :  the  honeft  Man  who 
would  have  fhuddered  at  giving  ten  thou- 
fand  Pounds  (the  known  Pay  of  Virtue)  to 
buy  off  an  Opponent,  could  reconcile  it  to 
the  Delicacy  of  his  Confcience  to  give  fix- 
teen  thoufand  Men. 

How  fatally  this  timid  Compliance  has 
operated  farther  to  our  Deftrudtion  will  ap- 
pear hereafter.  But  the  very  Principle  it- 
felf  is  ruinous  enough  without  fearching  af- 
ter Examples  of  its  Effeds.  A  Minifter 
who  will  burft  any  Link  of  a  political  Chain 
out  of  Tendernefs  to  any  private  Man,  arife 
the  Tendernefs  from  Fear  or  Affe(5lion,  muft 
be  too  much  occupied  with  little  Objeds 
to  be  capable  of  attending  to  the  greater  O- 
per^tions  of  Government.      A   Man   that 
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can  fee  a  Vote  in  as  momentous  a  Light, 
as  a  Wing  of  an  Army,  or  that  can  fear 
even  the  Lofs  of  a  Queftion  more  than  the 
Lofs  of  a  Battle,  on  which  the  Fate  of  his 
Country  may  turn,  will,  whatever  he  may 
think,  be  pronounced  a  little  Genius  -,  for 
I  am  fure  nobody  will  afcribe  it  to  any  bad 
Principle,  becaufe  a  great  Man  would  know 
that  the  Mifcarriage  of  any  principal  Stroke 
of  his  Syftem,  muft  hurt  him  more  than  a 
Failure  in  any  inferior  Part  of  it.  Or  take 
it  in  the  Light  of  Abufe,  great  Errors  muft 
produce  Clamour  that  would  wound  the 
Pride  of  a  fenfible  Man  far  more  than  any 
little  perfonal  Invedlives :  But  a  Minifl:er 
of  an  humbler  Genius  will  be  more  atten- 
tive to  a  little  harmlefs  Ribaldry,  than  to 
the  Voice  of  the  World  when  it  is  out  of 
his  Hearing. 

How  much  Repofe  fuch  Method  of  Po- 
licy might  procure  a  Minifter  fo  fond  of  his 
Eafe,  I  don't  know :  I  (liould  think  not 
much,  becaufe  the  Example  will  fpread  : 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  in  general  the 
World  is  venal  and  felf-interefted,  and  that 
in  Spight  of  all  fpecious  Pretences,  moft 
Men  have  in  View  the  making  their  For- 
tune. Courtiers  or  Patriots  are  but  dif- 
*•  ferent 
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fcrent  Denominations  by  which  Men  bind 
themfelves  Apprentices  to  Fortune.  The 
Moment  a  new  Minifter  is  eftablifhed,  his 
Standard  of  ading  is  canvaffed,  and  fome 
Chara<5teriftic  of  his  Manner  of  Governing 
foon  difcovered.  In  a  late  Minifter's  Time, 
implicit  Obedience  and  inflexible  Voting 
were  known  to  be  the  Price  of  his  Favour. 
If  Invedives,  Ridicule,  Threats,  Bully- 
ing {hould  be  the  Means  of  obtaining  Places 
from  any  future  Minifters,  it  will  eafily  be 
perceived  :  Patriots  will  grow  haughty,  in- 
fulting,  and  fcurrilous ;  and  even  the  meek- 
cft-difpofed  Courtier  will  be  ftanding  on 
Terms,  and  out  of  Prudence  demand,  what 
bis  Nature  perhaps  would  incline  him  to 
fue  for.  It  were  well  if  it  flopped  here ! 
But  how  will  other  Nations  treat  a  Govern- 
ment, which  is  didated  to  by  its  meaneft 
Members  ?  If  we  have  an  Alliance  to  make, 
will  the  leaft  Prince  in  Europe  deal  with 
us  on  equal  Terms  ?  Will  any  Confederate 
lend  their  Troops  gratis,  when  a  Fadlion 
of  half  a  dozen  Coufins  can  awe  a  whole 
Government,  and  oblige  it  to  take  on  their 
own  Terms  the  little  Support  which  they 
and  their  Dependents  can  lend  it  ?  I  dare 
not  caft  my  Eyes  towards  France  to  tbink 

what 
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what  Terms  we  muft  exped  from  them : 
Aa  arrogant  Nation  who  dared  to  offer  us 
injurious  Conditions  in  theMidftofthe  Ca- 
reer of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough'^  Vi(flories 

alas!   what  will  they  fend  us   now, 

when 1  cannot  bear  to  fay  when !— — 

what  Spirit  can  we  expeft  will  adluate  Ne- 
gotiators, who  with  all  the  Power  of  Go- 
vernment in  their  Hands,  have  let  it  be 
wrefted  from  them,  and  parcelled  out  by 
beardlefs  Boys,  and  rapacious  Talkers  ? 

A  modern  Inflancc  may  give  us  fome 
Idea  of  the  Opinion  foreign  Adminiftrations 
have  of  the  Englijh.  Every  one  knows  the 
Story  of  Marfhal  Bellijle's  being  feized  in 
a  little  Bailiwick  of  the  Ha?toverian  Ter- 
ritory.    The  M try  not   having  had 

many  Opportunities  of  treating  the  Populace 
with  any  Spedlacle  that  could  give  an  ad- 
vantageous Idea  of  the  Succsfs  of  their 
Councils,  were  eager  to  tranfport  the  French 
General  hither,  with  as  much  Exultations 
as  if  he  had  been  made  captive  in  Purfuance 
of  any  Intelligence  or  Direction  of  theirs  j 
and  thought  the  Chains  of  this  ftolen  Pri- 
foner  as  glorious  a  Trophy  as  thofe  of  Mar- 
fhal T^allard^  the  Prize  of  an  heroic  Vidto- 
ry.     But  the  French^  who   had  not  been 

beat 


(    62    ) 

beat  out  of  their  General,  and  who  had 
learnt  from  the  Oppofition  how  to  deal 
with  the  Adm n,  obliged  thefe  Con- 
querors to  refund  their  Prize,  and  haughti- 
ly refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  Execution  of  the 
Cartel,  by  which  we  had  a  Right  to  ran- 
fom  our  fix  thoufand  Prifoners,  till  the 
Mar  dial  was  fent  back  with  all  the  Honouys 
a  wretched  Complaifance  could  invent,  and 
with  all  the  Informations  of  our  Situation, 
which  he  had  colledled  in  a  Journey  that 
had  tended  to  nothing  but  to  lay  open  our 
Weaknefs.  Had  he  been  left  at  Hanover^ 
and  that  Regency  been  obliged  to  reftore 
him,  the  Clamour  here  would  have  been 
great,  though  the  PoffibiUty  of  detaining 
him,  evident,  in  a  little  State  unable  to  cope 
with  the  fuperior  Force  of  France. 

Such  is  the  Figure  we  make  in  Europe! 
Making  Alliances  without  Affiftance,  Wars 
for  our  Allies  without  their  Concurrence, 
Prifoners  without  Vidtories,  and  Cartels 
without  redeeming  our  Prifoners !  When 
the  Kingdom  had  been  engaged  in  a  War, 
and  a  Minifter  found  equal  to  any  Enter- 
prize  that  could  recover  the  Luftre  of  Bri- 
tij};}  Arms,   the  cold   Remnant  of  the  late 

temporizing  Adm n  foon  damped  the 
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Fire  of  fuch  dperations,  and  perfuaded  the 
Nation  to  take  the  Execution  out  of  thofe 
Hands,  and  trufi  them  to  fuch  as  would 
not — — execute  at  all.  The  War  was  to 
be  continued,  becaufe  it  was  the  Parlia- 
ments; the  vigorous  Execution  of  it  to  be 
relaxed,  becaufe  it  was  the  Minifter's  j  and 
thus  by  an  indigefted  Jumble  of  War,  and 
Precaution,  and  Refentment,  and  Inadi- 
vity,  by  a  Dillike  of  adive  Meafures,  by 
an  Inability  to  ftrike  out  new,  by  an  un- 
worthy Adoption  of  a  Syflem  not  their  own, 
and  executed  as  feebly  as  if  it  were  their 
own,  we  are  fallen  into  this  Depth  of  Im- 
potence, and  Contempt,  and  Ignominy !  We 
pay  and  we  fight  as  if  we  had  immenfe  Ar- 
mies, and  then  what  ought  to  have  been  a 
Reafon  againfl  our  Fighting  is  given  as  an 
Excufe  for  our  being  beat  j  and  our  being 
beat,  as  an  Argument  for  hiring  new  Ar- 
mies, which  are  never  muftered  but  in 
Winter,  and  only  marfhalled  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supplies.  RuJJia?is,  Hejfians^  all 
Nations  are  in  Arms  for  us  while  the  French 
are  in  Winters- Quarters ;  they  carry  Que- 
flions  for  us,  not  Towns  3  and  compofe  a 
Majority  of  Numbers  in  the  Houfe,  never 
in  the  Field. 

Sir 


(  64  ) 

Sir  R,  W,  was  afperfcd  for  not  entering 
Into  a  War  without  the  Dutch,  Ld.  G. 
for  going  on  without  them.  How  amply 
was  his  Journey  to  Holland  ridiculed  when 
he  returned  without  Succefs !  And  becaufe 
this  was  ridiculous  in  him,  how  to  remedy 
it  ?  Why  fend  fome  Nobleman  whofe  fu- 
perior  Talents,  irrefiftable  Eloquence  and 
incomparable  Steadinefs  of  Charadter  (hall 
convince  the  ableft  of  the  States,  whofe  In* 
tegrity  fhall  confound  the  Penfioners  of 
France,  and  when  Wit  fhall  baffle  all 
Thoughts  of  a  Neutrality;  for  it  is  the 
Foible  of  the  Dutch  to  be   caught   with  a 

Bon-Mot,     Yet  what  Lord  St r,  Lord 

G.  Lord  Ch could  not  effed,  we  con- 
cluded a  much  younger  Nobleman  could 

— and  fucceeded  accordingly.     The 

Stadtholderfliip  is  now  to  remedy  all  thefe 
Inconveniencies :  Unfortunately  it  began 
with  a  more  important  Misfortune  than  any 
of  the  preceding,  the  Lofs  of  Bergen-op- 
%oom,  the  only  Event  that  has  yet  happen- 
ed, from  whence  we  can  calculate  what  is 
to  happen  hereafter. 

It  is  idle  Proceeding  to  demonflrate  how 
every  Step  we  have  taken  has  tended  to 
leflen  the  Credit  of  our  Councils,  and  the 

Authority 
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Authority  of  bur  Country.  When  a  M — try 
is  infulted  at  Home,  will  it  meet  with 
gentler  Treatment  from  abroad  ?  If  we 
frequently  change  our  Meafures  and  our 
Minifters,  will  other  Countries  join  in 
hearty  Alliances  with  US,  when  there  is 
no  Stability  in  our  own  Proceedings  ?  But 
thefe  are  Flefh- wounds  compared  with  the 
Stab  that  has  been  given  to  the  very  Head 
of  national  Authority  and  Influence.  When 
the  inmofl:  RecefTes  of  the  Cabinet  are  vi- 
olated, when  the  facred  Option  depolited 
in  the  Royal  Breaft  is  infringed,   when  a 

Squadron  of  mutinous  M rs   difplay 

their  Banners,  and  beat  up  in  the  very  Pa- 
lace for  Volunteers,  when  they  lift  even 
Pr — y  Coun — rs  againft  their  Mafter,  and 
infolently  tell  him  whom  he  fhall  employ, 
whom  difgrace  j  when  he  is  told  that  he 
muft  truft  the  Diredion  of  his  Wars  to 
Hands  that  tremble  at  the  moft  trifling  do- 
meftic  Commotion,  and  who  beat  a  Parly 
for   their   Sovereign    whenever   their  own 

Perfons  are  attacked 'muft   not  other 

Countries  have  as  bad  Intelligence  as  we 
haye,  if  they  no  not  profit  of  fuch  diftrad:- 
ed  Proceedings  ?  Or  will  not  every  Demand 
of  our  Enemies  fwell,  when  M -rs  are 
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infoknt  to  Authority,  fubmiffive  to  Info- 
lence  j  when   they  fpurn  at  their  Mafter, 
and  crouch  to  their  Fellow- fubjeds  ? 

Bold  Attempts,  when  crowned  with  Suc- 
cefs,  flun  the  Clamour  which  the  Novelty 
of    them    occafioned.      The  very   having 
feemed  impradicable,  inhances  the   Merit 
of  a  happy  Atchievement.     When  an  111- 
nefs  is  deemed  incurable,  the  rafheft  Quack- 
ery is   honoured  if  it  fucceeds  :  But  in  an 
ordinary  Diflemper,  if  a  Dabler  in  Phyfic 
takes  a  Patient  from   a   regular  Phyfician, 
and  kills  him  by  his  Ignorance,    it  is  little 
Comfort  to  be  told,  that  he  hoped  he  could 
cure  him.     As  the  Bufinefs  of  the  State  is 
a  little   more  extenfive   than   that  of  the 
College,  and  political  Infufficience  more  the 
Objea  of  public  Cenfure,    than   the  Mif- 
takes  of  a  Graduate  in  Phyfic,    it  requires 
more   Prefumption  to  attempt,  and  more 
Abilities  to  conduct  a  new  Regimen  of  the 
former  than  of  the  latter.     When  the  War 
was  forced  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  lafl 
Adminiflration,    fome   People  aiked   what 
Blunders  they  had  committed  ?   Mofl  were 
perfuaded   there   were   Blunders,     becaufe 
another  Set  of  Men  undertook   to  correct 
them  :  Nor  could  any   fober  Man  believe 

that 


(  6?  ) 
that  if  the  Nation  was  reduced  to  fuch  a 
Crifis  as  was  reprefented,  any  Undertakers 
would  be  (o  blind  to  their  own  Interefl:,  or 
fo  kind  to  that  of  their  Antagonifts,  as  to 
take  all  the  Danger  on  themfelves,  and 
confequently  the  Blame,  unlefs  they  were 
certain  of  repairing  whatever  was  amifs. 
To  ftate  this  in  as  comprehenfive  a  Light 
as  poffible,  I  fliall  afk  a  few  fhort  Que- 
ftions  :  Firft,  What  were  the  Errors  of  the 
lafl  Miniftry  ? 

Secondly,  how  bad  our  Affairs  were  on 
the  Difmiflion  of  Ld  G.  and  fuppofing  we 
could  have  had  a  Peace  then,  what  Sort  of 
one  we  might  have  had  ? 

Thirdly,  whether  our  Affairs  are  not 
much  worfe  at  prefcnt  ?  And  whether  we 
can  have  fo  good  a  Peace  as  we  could  have 
obtained  two  Years  ago  ? 

Laftly,  if  our  Affairs  are  worfe,  and 
our  Miniflers  better,  whether  it  had  not 
been  more  advantageous  to  the  Public,  to 
have  had  worfe  Minifters,  and  a  better  Si- 
tuation of  Affairs  ? 

If  Ld  G — 's    Difgrace  brought   in  the 

liutch  ;  if  the  Succefs  at  Dettingen^  with 

the  Affiflance  of  the  Hanoveria?i5^  was  lefs 

defirable  than  the  Overthrow  at  Fontenoy 
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without  them  ;  if  the  Lofs  of  the  Remain^ 
der  of  Flanders,  and  of  Part  of  Holland 
be  more  glorious  than  keeping  the  French 
Arms  at  Bay,  or  diverting  them  into  Ger- 
many ;  if  the  entire  Conqueft  of  Saxony 
by  the  King  of  Prujfia,  and  the  Alliance 
that  the  former  has  fince  contra(5i:ed  with 
France,  be  not  additional  Difgraces  and 
Misfortunes  to  the  Conqueft  of  Silejia  ;  if 
a  Rebellion  raging  near  a  twelvemonth  in 
our  Bowels,  was  not  a  greater  Infamy  af- 
ter fo  long  previous  Notice  of  it,  than  to 
have  it  threatened  and  laid  afide  ;  if  in  Al- 
liances, Conquefts,  Decreafe  of  Debts  and 
Taxes,  Reparation  of  Misfortunes  or  Pro- 
fpeft  of  Peace,  we  have  mended  our  Af- 
fairs by  changing  Hands,  no  body  will  de- 
ny all  the  Glory  that  is  due  to  fo  bold  an 
AfTumption  of  Power.  If  Nothing  I  have 
mentioned  has  turned  out  to  our  Honour, 
or  if  this  Series  of  Evils  muft  have  come 
upon  U  S,  though  we  had  not  changed  our 
Miniftry,  I  know  no  Man  but  Ld  G —  that 
has  any  Reafon  to  thank  his  Succeffors : 
and  even  he  has  the  acceflbry  Comfort  of 
refleding  whofe  Power  was  more  curtail- 
ed by  that  Ad:,  than  his :  As  the  Lord 
faid  to  Sa?}mel,    T^hey  have  not  rejeSled  thee^ 

but 


but  they  have  rejedied  me^  that  I  fhonldmt 
reign  over  thetn. 

That  the  Perfons  in  prefent  Power  were 
convinced  there  were  great  Faults,  it 
would  be  inhuman  to  doiibt.  They  could 
not  have  made  Things  fobad,  unlefs  they 
believed  them  bad  before  :  They  thought 
our  Miniftry  bad,  and  changed  it  ;  but  by 
changing  have  made  it  worfe ;  from  whence 
it  might  be  inferred,  that  the  former  was 
good.  Had  I  an  Impatience  to  affign 
Caufes,  without  fifting  to  the  Bottom,  I 
might  reft  on  the  Conclufion  I  have  drawn, 
but  knowing  this  not  to  be  exadly  the 
State  of  the  Cafe,  I  fhall  probe  deeper.  I 
will  give  them  up  their  Perfuafion  that  the 
late  Meafures  we're  wrong,  and  that  that 
Perfuafion  drove  on  the  Change. 

This  Conceffion  I  make  to  their  Honef- 
ty.  But  as  to  bringing  the  prefent  Cala- 
mities on  this  Country  by  a  new  Syftem, 
that  is  not  to  be  granted,  it  being  unluckily 
capable  of  Demonftration,  that  our  Misfor- 
tunes are  owing  to  the  M — try's  adopting 
a  Syftem  not  their  own,  and  executing  it 
Imperfedly.  If  they  will  yet  plead  Ho- 
nefty  for  removing  a  Man  on  his  wrong 
Meafures,  though  they  themfelyes  proceed 
E  3  on 
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on  the  fame  Plan,  they  will  at  Icaft  be  fo 
ingenuous  as  not  to  difpute  Capacity  with 
him,  after  having  mifcarried  where  he  did 
not.  As  far  as  a  Vidlory  is  a  Symptom 
and  a  Forerunner  of  Succefs,  he  was  fuc- 
cefsful :  As  far  as  many  Defeats,  as  the 
whole  Barrier  loft,  as  Holland  on  the  Point 
of  being  loft  too,  are  Evidences  of  Mifcarr 
riage,  fure  enough  we  have  mifcarried : 
And  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  carry  this 
Way  of  arguing  a  little  farther,  as  much 
as  Succefs  is  a  Proof  of  Capacity,  fo  far 
Ld  G.  was  able  :  As  much  as  Misfortune 
proceeds  from  Incapacity,  fo  far  the  prefent 

Adm n    have   all    the   Marks  upon 

them ;  though  they  have  had  the  Confi- 
dence lately  to  tell  the  World,  that  none 
of  our  Misfortunes  are  to  be  imputed  to 
ourfelves ;  an  Aftertion  at  leaft  as  full  of 
Modefty  as  Truth !  But  perhaps  it  is  more 
for  the  Intereft  of  Britain  to  undergo  a 
Series  of  Difgrace  (to  which  ftie  had  al- 
ways been  a  Stranger)  under  fome  Minifters, 
than  to  fupport  her  Authority  in  Europe 
under  others  !  Unlefs  fome  fuch  Refine- 
ments had  Influence,  {hould  we  perfift  in 
trufting  the  very  Being  of  the  State  to 
Men,  in  whofe  Hands  it  vifibly  moulders 
away  every  Day  ?  Put 


(  7-   ) 

But  by  fuch  Subtleties  was  the  greateft 
Portion  of  Flanders  loft  the  Summer  before 
laft.  To  fave  the  Remainder  of  it,  which 
was  in  fl:ill  greater  Danger  from  the  Obli- 
gation we  had  been  under  of  withdrawing 
our  Troops  to  crufh  domeftic  Infurredtions, 
it  was  neceflary  to  tranfport  them  early 
back,  and  collecfl;  as  large  an  Army  as  was 
to  be  raifed  from  our  cold  Dutch  Friends, 
and  from  any  other  Princes  who  were  to 
be  warmed  by  our  Subfidies.  I  fay  our 
cold  Dutch  Friends,  for  even  our  Rulers 
now  agree  in  cenfuring  that  People,  though 
too  late,  for  no  Experience,  while  that 
Experience  could  have  been  of  Service  to 
US,  could  convince  US  of  the  Inefficacy 
of  Dutch  Friendfhip  j  but  as  if  the  M-— try 
made  a  Point  of  j unifying  the  Man  whom 
they  had  difgraced,  there  was  not  an  Over- 
fight  of  his  upon  which  they  have  not  re- 
fined. Wherever  he  Hipped,  they  have 
floundered  :  If  untried  Allies  deferted  him, 
they  have  been  betrayed  after  repeated 
Trials. 

But  again  the  Delicacy  of  a  Confclence, 

which  then  had  only  fold  it's  Friends,   and 

not  itfelf,  operated  to  our  Deftrudlion.   The 

vyhole  Seafon  of  Negotiation  and  Imbark- 

E  A.  ation 


(  72  ) 

atlon  was  loft,    while  we  were   tenderly 
trafficking  at  Home,   not  daring  to  purfue 
the  moft  palpable  Meafures,   till  we  had 
compleated  the.Purchafe  of  Patriotiffn  and 
Oppofition.      If  an  unexpeded  Death  had 
happened  earlier  in  that  Winter,   I  will  dq 
the  M^-try  the  Juftice  to  believe,  that  the 
Remnant  of    Flanders   might  have   been 
faved :  Though  no  Doubt  the  Abfence  of  his 
R.  H.  who  was  then  employed  in  Scotland^ 
gave  the  French  an  Opportunity  of  pufhing 
their  Conquefts  farther  than  we  may   rea- 
fonably  fuppofe  they  could   have  done,  if 
thwarted  by  fo  confummate  a  Commander. 
To    enter  on  the    difmal    Scene    that 
occafioned  the  recalling  our  Troops  were 
too    grating  a  Tafk  ;  and    too   unnecef- 
fary :    The  Foundation    and    Progrefs   of 
the  Rebellion  are  familiar  to  every  Man's 
Knowledge  ;    and  by  having  laid  open  the 
Errors  and  Weaknefies  that  encouraged  it's 
firft  Promoters,  I  have  anfwered  my  origi- 
nal Intention  without  ripping  open  mifer- 
able   Wounds,      hardly    healed    with    the 
Blood  of   our  Countrymen.     Need  it  be 
told  what  Advertifements  we  had  had,  even 
from   the   Father  of  his  Country  then  a- 
broad,    of   the   Practices  and  Defigns  cif 

France 
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France  in  Favour. of  the  Pretender  ?  How 
did  we  prepare  to  ward  off  the  Blow  ?  By 
one  Army  in  England,  fcarce  a  fifth  Part 
of  what  we  ufed  to  maintain  in  the  moft 
profound  Tranquillity,  and  by  another 
fcarce  half  fo  large  as  that,  in  the  Center 
of  Rebellion.  ( I  pafs  over  the  Inexperi- 
ence of  the  Commander,  who  at  leaft  was 
not  lefs  qualified  for  his  Poft,  than  thofe 
who  fent  him  for  theirs  j  nor  as  it  appear- 
ed, lefs  qualified  than  his  Succeflbr,  though 
not  fo  partially  exempted  from  all  Enquiry) 
when  this  Army  was  beat  ;  we  began  to 
think  of  having  another— we  began  al- 
ways to  prepare  Refources,  when  the  Event 
was  arrived  that  demanded  them.  When 
the  Rebels  had  pafled  Carlijle^  and  not 
taken  the  Road  that  was  guarded,  but  the 
unguarded  one,  as  was  eafy  to  fuppofe  they 
would,  it  was  difcovered  that  a  third  Army 
muft  be  fent  againft  them  ;  But  by  having 
fo  long  left  the  whole  Breadth  of  England 
open  to  them  5  How  near  were  they  to 
\ lighting  the  only  remaining  Force,  the 
vveakeft  of  the  three  in  Engla?id,  and  the 
immediate  Guard  of  his  Majefty,  his  Fa- 
ir.ily  and  Metropolis  !  The  Wifdom  of 
thefe  latter  Times,  as  the  great  Lord  Bacon 
fays,  in  Prince's  Affairs  confifting  rather  in 
?  fine 
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fine  Deliveries^  and  Jhiftings  of  Dangers 
when  they  be  near,  than  infolid  and  ground- 
ed Courjes  to  keep  them  off. 

Let  the  Gentlemen  at  the  Head  of  Af- 
fairs lofe  no  Merit  they  can  claim  ;  if 
they  are  dcfirous  of  afcribing  to  themfelves 
the  Honour  of  not  preventing  others  from 
faving  their  Country,  it  were  a  Sin  to  rob 
them  of  their  Mite,  And  let  me  interline 
this  melancholy  Memorial  of  our  Misfor- 
tunes with  the  juft  Tribute  that  is  due  to 
thofe  Noblemen,  who  fo  honourably  mark- 
ed themfelves  out  for  Deftrudion,  if  the 
Caufe  of  Tyranny  had  fuccecded.  I  mean 
thofe  Lords  who  raifed  Regiments  for  the 
public  Service.  An  Enterprize  decried  by 
the  Enemies  of  the  Government,  and  ti- 
midly encouraged  by  the  M try  itfelf, 

who  had  almoft  given  up  this  honeft 
Scheme,  to  humour  fom.e  mutinous  Mem- 
bers of  their  own,  whofe  private  Piques 
and  Paffions  took  this  notable  Opportunity 
of  diftrefilng  thofe,  who  had  every  Impe- 
diment foreign  and  natural  to  ftruggle  with. 
But  while  I  am  on  the  Chapter  of  Pa- 
negyric, a  Theme  that  is  not  often  likely 
to  come  under  my  Hands,  I  will  not  deny 
my  felf  or  the  M — try  the  Pleafure  of 
commending   them   when  I  have   Subject. 

In 
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In  the  Courfe  of  long  hiftorical  Reading, 
I  have  remarked  that  Infurredions  and  Re- 
bellions, tho'  fucceefslefs,  are  more  dan- 
gerous in  their  Confequences,  than  even  in 
their  dreadful  Progrefs.  The  Havock  and 
Defolation  that  mark  the  Way  of  ^an  Army 
of  Banditti  are  not  fo  fatal  as  the  Pur- 
pofes  which  an  artful  Minifter  may  ferve, 
by  taking  a  Nation  in  the  Heat  of  their 
Refentments,  and  wildly  recovering  from 
their  Alarms  to  a  Rapidity  of  tumultuous 
Joy  and  Triumph  and  Revenge.  Fictitious 
Plots  are  a  worn-out  Engine  of  State  Po- 
licy, but  the  real  Mifchiefs  that  are  felt  in 
adlual  Rebellion  difpofe  the  mofl:  wary 
to  give  into  any  Propofitions  that  feem 
calculated  to  root  out  and  prevent  the 
fpringing  again  of  the  Seeds  of  civil  Dif- 
cords.  How  eafy  for  a  Minifter  to  me- 
tamorphofe  his  private  Foes  into  public 
Enemies !  What  Streams  of  Confifcations 
may  be  turned  into  Exchequer  Coffers ! 
What  Inclinations  to  ftrengthen  the  Power 
of  the  Crown  with  Garrifons  and  ftanding 

Armies! But   thefe  are  the    Devices 

of  artful  Minifters !  fo  tender  are  our  Go- 
vernors of  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  that 
^hile  a  Popifh  Prince  was  wreftling  for  the 

Crown 
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Crown  in  the  Heart  of  the  Kingdom,  the 
freeborn  Papift  was  fuffered  to  fay  Mafs 
for  his  Succefs  in  every  Quarter  of  the  Me- 
tropolis. Harmlefs  Proclamations  ranged 
themfelves  peaceably  with  innocent  Play- 
Bills  on  Corners  of  Streets,  and  while  the 
one  baniflied  Roman  Catholics,  the  other 
gave  out  Tragedies  to  be  performed  by 
noted  Papifts.  Above  fix  Weeks  was  the 
Habeai  Corpus  fufpended  before  a  lingle  Per- 
fon  was  fufpeded  of  wifliing  well  to  the 
Pretender ;  for  had  they  been  fufped:ed,  it 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  Fear  prevented 
their  being  apprehended.  To  judge  from 
the  Face  of  public  Events,  there  was  a 
Rebellion  without  a  Plot,  a  religious  War 
without  bigotted  Confpirators,  and  more 
Towns  taken  from  the  K — •,  than  his  Mi- 
nifters  took  up  fufpeded  Perfons.  Yet 
tho'  during  the  raging  of  the  Rebellion, 
when  Juftice  had  peeped  fo  very  cautiouf- 

ly  from  under  her  Bandage,  the  M rs 

could  difcover  no  Jacobites  in  England, 
and  tho'  by  the  politive  Evidence  given  at 
Lord  Lovafs  Trial  by  one  who  ought  to 
know  the  Difpofition  of  the  Party,  I  mean 
Secretary  Murray ,  that  there  was  no  Pof- 
iibility   of  getting   any    AfTurances    from 

Eng- 
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Efjgla?2d  of  Support  in  cafe  of  an  Invafion, 
not  with  ftanding  fuch  ftrong  Proofs  of  the 
Fidelity  of  the  Subjedls,  there  is  a  Set  of 
Men  wicked  enough  to  afperfe  a  great  Part 
of  the  Nation  with  fo  odious  a  Brand.  Are 
Men  yacobites  who  not  only  did  not  rife 
when  the  Pretender  was  half  way  in  the 
Kingdom  (which  we  will  allow  to  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  Fear)  but  who  even  refufed  a  bare 
Promife  of  promoting  his  Caufe  ?  Are  fuch 
Men  Jacobitei  f  or  if  there  are  any  left  in 
the  Nation,  are  they  not  rather  fuch  as 
endeavour  to  poifon  the  Allegiance  of  the 
People,  and  lay  a  Foundation  for  over- 
turning the  Proteftant  Succeffion,  a  Foun- 
dation of  Civil  War  and  Bloodfhed,  and 
who  are  infilling  the  fame  Prejudices  againft 
the  Son,  which  they  formerly  fowed  a- 
gainft  the  Father :  Tho'  it  is  hoped  that 
the  Calumnies  againft  the  one  will  be  the 
lefs  believed  from  their  having  been  at  laft 
difprovcd  againft  the  other,  and  confe- 
quently  from  the  fame  Motives  being  to 
be  affigned  for  both.  And  give  me  Leave 
to  fay,  however  it  may  feem  a  Paradox, 
that  nothing  but  their  Impatience  for  his 
Majefty's  Death,  could  have  made  the 
Patriots  the   zealous   Subjeds  they  are  at 

pre- 
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prefent.  They  could  not  wait  to  enjoy 
the  Fortunes  which  they  had  planned,  and 
allured  in  another  Reign,  but  with  the 
deepefl:  Ingratitude  deferted  him  who  had 
raifed  them  from  the  Earth  to  a  Situation 
of  betraying  him,  and  tho'  born  to  nothing 
could  not  be  content  with  lefs  than  all.  If 
'Jacobites  there  are,  thefe  are  they  ;  and 
left  they  fliould  want  any  of  the  Charac- 
teriftics,  let  me  ask  them  who  were  the 
warmeft  to  prevent  the  Attainder  of  the 
Pretender's  Sons,  in  the  very  Period  when 
the  Earl  in  the  Tower  was  folliciting  Sub- 
fcriptions  to  encourage  the  landing  of  the 
eldeft? 

But  however  ready  the  late  Patriots  may 
be  to  fpread  the  Belief  of  Jacobitifm  (an 
odious  Slander  that  in  Scotland  would  be 
liable  to  the  Punifhment  of  Leafing-making) 
or  to  turn  Informers,  fuch  is  the  Lenity  of 

the   Adm n  that  I  am  perfuaded  no 

Rigour  of  theirs  will  juftify  a  future  Dif- 
pofition  to  revolt  by  flretching  the  Prero- 
gative to  prevent  the  PofTibility  of  it. 
They  hate  morofe  Authority,  and  as  they 
govern  without  Dignity,  punifh  without 
Severity.  They  cannot  be  averfe  to  Infur- 
redions  who  took  Government  by  Storm, 

nor 
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nor  dive   into    future  Contingencies,  who 
catch  all  their  Hints  of  Adion  from  each 
Event  as  it   happens. 

The  Minifters  of  Queen  Elizabeth  had 
fuch  ftrangc  Jealoufies  of  her  Title  to  the 
Crown,  and  fuch  extravagant  Sufpicions  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  who  were  always  fet- 
ting  up  Pretenders  of  their  own  Religion 
againil  her,  that  with  all  the  Encomiums 
which  Hiftorians  beftow  on  the  Oeconomy 
of  that  Reign,  it  is  incredible  what  Sums 
were  expended  in  hiring  Spies  and  pro- 
curing fecret  Intelligence.  Sir  Francis 
Walfingham  was  her  Secretary  of  State,  fo 
timorous  a  Man  that  he  never  thought  his 
Miftrefs  fafe,  unlefs  he  knew  what  was 
meditating  in  every  Cabinet  in  Europe : 
So  circumfpedl,  that  tho'  it  were  to  gain  a 
Friend,  he  would  never  difclofe  a  Secret 
to  an  Enemy  :  So  intent  on  Bufinefs,  that 
he  never  was  in  a  Hurry  even  when  he 
had  leaft  to  do  j  and  of  fo  little  a  Way  of 
thinking,  that  he  had  rather  prevent  the 
Attempts  of  her  Majefty's  Enemies  than 
defeat  them  ;  and  as  if  an  Invafion  would 
not  be  known  when  it  arrived,  he  was  not 
fatisfied  without  knowing  it  a  Twelvemonth 
before-hand  :  Not  to  mention  that  trifling 
I  Po- 
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Policy  of  having  the  Pope's  Pocket  pick- 
ed of  a  Scheme  while  his  Holinefs  was 
afleep. 

In  the  prefent  Age  we  have  father  too 
much  exploded  this  narrow  Way  of  ading. 
Tho'  Spies  and  private  Intelligence  may 
engrofs  too  much  of  a  Minifter's  Time, 
yet  while  other  Nations  retain  the  Cuftom^ 
it  is  imprudent  wholly  to  lay  it  afide. 
Tho'  foreknowing  any  Enterprize  of  our 
Enemies  may  not  prevent  it  ;  yet  on  the 
other  Hand,  to  know  nothing  may  en- 
courage Attempts :  And  while  all  the 
World  pradifes  every  political  Art  to  cir* 
cumvent  their  Neighbours,  it  may  be  great* 
but  is  fcarcely  wife  to  defpife  all  Policy  in 
general.         l^'''/ 

Having  lived  my  felf  in  an  Age  before 
this  new  Syflem  of  Ignorance  was  intro^  , 
duced,  I  poffibly  may  retain  Prejudices  to 
old  Cuftoms,  and  Age  may  have  fuper- 
added  Morofenefs  to  Referve.  It  is  true, 
I  cannot  away  with  the  Franknefs  and 
Opennefs  which  is  now  fo  prevalent*  In 
my  younger  Days,  for  then  there  were  Pa- 
triots too,  had  a  Man  devoted  himfelf  by 
the  moft  public  Profeffions  and  Adions  to 
the  Service  of  his  Country,  I  don't  fay  he 

would 
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Would  not  on  a  round  Offer  of  Fortune 
have  broke  through  all  his  Oaths,  and  fold 
his  Party :  But  ftill  he  would  have   kept 
up  what  we    then   called   Decency*     He 
Would  not  officioufly  have  culled  out  fome 
moft   popular  Point,    and  which   he  had 
made  a  Point,  to  go  off  upon.  He  would  not, 
after  having  fhone  as  a  public  Incendiary, 
have  chofen  to  ftigmatife  another  Man  for 
being  a  TUberim  Gracchus  -,    for  however 
peftilent  or  ridiculous  that  Charader  may 
be,   there  may  be  Seafonswhen  it  cannot  be 
laid  down  without   Ignominy,    efpecially 
if  it  appears  that  it  is  dropped  on  the  fame 
Motives  upon  which  it  was  affumed,  and 
that  Intereft  alone  prompts  to,  or  diffuades 
from  Sedition  -,  as  a  Renegade  is  the  worft 
Species  of  Pirate.      A  fwerving   Patriot  in 
my  Time  would  have  ftipulated  for  fome 
national  Bills,  or  waited  for  fome  fpeci- 
ous  Change  of  Meafures,  before  he  alter- 
ed  his  whole  Language  and  Condudj  and 
above  all,  he  would  have  been  cautious  of 
owning  his  Venality,    of   glorying  in  his 
Apoftacy,  and  of  telling  his  deferted   Par- 
ty what  Fools  he  had  always  thought  them, 
and  that  he  had  only  made  Ufe  of  them  to 
promote   his   own    Interefl.      This    latter 
F  Me- 
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Method  may  be  honefler,  but  Hypocrlfy 
in  fome  Cafes  has  had  its  Advocates  even 
amongft  the  Fathers  of  the  Church,  v^^ho 
held  it  more  Chriftian  like  to  cover  our 
Sins,  than  by  an  abandoned  Proflitution  to 
o;ive  Scandal  to  weak  Brethren. 

Yet  if  the  Advocates  of  the  M — try  are 
to  be  liftened  to,  it  is  to  this  honeft  throvtr- 
ing  off  all  Difguife,  that  vs^e  owe  the  inefti- 
mable  Blefling  of  a  Coalition  of  Parties, 
an  -/Era  that  will  diftinguifh  the  prefent 
Adm — n,  vv^hen  all  their  Errors  and  our 
Calamities  are  forgot.  Obferve,  gentle  Rea- 
der, that  I  take  this  Coalition  for  granted  ; 
I  don't  pretend  to  prove  it  exifts :  But  as  it 
is  cried  up  as  one  of  the  fliining  Periods  of 
our  prefent  Annals,    I  am  loth  to  difputc 

any  Merit  in  our  M rs,     which  their 

Modedy  will  fuffcr  them  to  aflume  :  Efpe- 
cially  as  the  Word  Party  has  been  fo  ban- 
died about,  and  feems  to  be  lefs  underftood 
ROW  than  ever.  One  has  heard  of  Jaco- 
bite, Whig,  Tory,  Patriot  and  independent 
Parties^  all  now  happily  jumbled  into  one 
Syfl:em,  and. agreeing  to  ferve  implicitly 
under  the  prefent  Adm— -n.  This  was  fo 
con5dently  aiTerted,  that  when  the  Preten- 
der appeared  in  Scotla?id^  it  was  not  believ- 
ed 
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cd  tliat  he  would  be  joined  or  fupported  by 
the  Jacobites —  and  accordingly  no  Precaa- 
tions  were  taken  againft  him.  He  march- 
ed from  Mull  to  Derby ^  and  won  the  Battles 
of  Seaton  and  Falkirk,  by  a  Coalition  of 
Parties  !  A  Succeffion  of  Divifions  on  every 
Queftion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  each 
Side  compofed  of  pretty  near  the  fame 
Men  each  Day,  prove  the  Coalition  of 
Whig  and  Tory  j  the  exorbitant  Prices  of 
Patriots  {hew  how  much  they  are  at  the 
Devotion  of  the  Miniftry  :  The  two  fud- 
den  Revolutions  in  the  Compafs  of  three 
Days,  deftroys  the  Notion  of  difcontented 
Whigs  ;  laft  Year's  Treatment  of  the  In- 
dependents mud  have  reconciled  than  ;  and 
the  late  conteiled  Elections,  the  Diilurb- 
ances  at  Litchfield,  and  the  Drubbing  of 
certain  noble  Perfonages  prove  how  well 
fome  Counties  wifli  to  every  Branch  of  the 

Adm n. 

After  all  thefe  Proofs  which  I  have  pro- 
duced of  a  Coalition,  for  I  fiy  nothing  of 
the  Satisfad;ion  with  which  you,  Gentle- 
inen,  fee  yourfclves  excluded  from  ail 
Share  of  Power,  after  bafking  in  all  it's  Sun- 
fhine  for  fo  many  Years,  and  of  the  Cor- 
diality  with  which    in   your   Hearts   you 

F  2  behold 
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behold  your  new  Affoclates,  there  wants 
one  only  fubftantial  Evidence  of  this  univer^ 
fal  Union,which  is,  fome  Benefit  from  it.  If 
It  is  allowed  that  the  Nation's  being  fo  di- 
vided and  torn  into  Parties,  has  been  detri- 
mental to  it,  it  were  to  be  concluded  that 
mighty  Advantages  muft  follow  a  Coaliti- 
tion.  Union  amongft  the  Subjeds  muft 
necelTarily  ftrengthen  his  Majefty's  Throne, 
(for  I  fuppofe  it  is  hardly  avowed  that  this 
Agreement  of  Parties  is  to  fupport  the  Mi- 
nifter  and  not  the  Mafter.)  It  fhould  ena- 
ble us  to  turn  all  our  Thoughts  againft  our 
foreign  Enemies,  now  we  ceafe  to  have 
any  domeflic  j  and  ought  to  carry  the  Glory 
of  the  BritilJo  Arms,  and  Influence  farther 
than  ever  was  done  by  our  Anceilors,  who 
always  had  their  Operations  retarded  by  the 
Struggles  of  contending  Faftions,  and  had 
much  of  their  Attention  taken  up  by  intef- 
tine  Divifions  and  Commotions.  If  we  ad- 
mit of  this  Coalition,  this  Chefdceurre  of 
the  Miniftry,  what  muft  we  think  of  their 
Capacities,  who  with  Power  unclogged  by 
Oppofition,  an  Advantage  unknown  to  their 
PredecefTors,  have  fuftered  the  Nation  to 
be  reduced  to  a  more  abjedl  State,  than 
when  plunged  in  all  the  Miferies  of  Civil 

War, 
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War,  or  when  the  Charles's  and  the  James's 
were  paying   the    moft    fervile    Court    to 
France,  in  order   to  obtain  the  Power  of 
abfolute  Vice  Roys  over  their  own  Subjecfts 
Will  any  Man  difpute  that  we  are  reduc- 
ed to  an  abjea  State  ?    Under  what  Mini- 
%  in  any  former  Reign  was  France  (o  for- 
midable to  us  ?    When  did  fhe  ever  afFcdl 
fo  much  to  exert  her  Power  ?  Does  /he  not 
impofe  or  infringe  Cartels  at  Pleafure  ?  pro- 
hibit our  Expeditions  as  well  as  defeat  them  ? 
appoint  CongrefTes  when  fhe  lifts,  ftipulate 
what  Minifters  {hall  or  fhall  not  be  prefent 
at  them,  and  even  oblige  us  to  hold  them, 
without  the  preliminary  Satisfadlion  of  dif' 
miffing  the  Pretender's  Son,  a  Difgrace  that 
m  no  Treaty  was   ever  before  fubmitted 
to!    When  fhe  had  fent  Troops,    and  a 
French  Marfhal  into  Ireland  to  reftore  K. 
James,  but  without  Succefs,  did  (he  tranf- 
mit  her   Commands   to    us  by   the  very 
Hands  of  our  Allies  not  to  punifti  Rebels 
nor  to  violate  her  Allies  and  Relations,  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart  ?  To  fet  up  Pretenders  to 
our  Crown  has  been  her  repeated  Pradice  j 
to  indemnify  their  Partizans,    is  a  Pitch  of 
Prefumption  that  was  referved  to  ftamp  the 
Charadler  of  our  wretched  Days !    I  need 
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not  fay  I  hint  at  the  celebrated  Letter  of 
Mr.  Van  Hoey  in  Favour   of  the  Rebels. 
A  Dutch  Proteftant  Minifter,  by  Order  of  a 
French  Catholic   Secretary  of  State,   inter- 
cedes with  an  Engii/h  Miniftry  for  a  Crew 
of  rebel  Papifts,  who  had  been  inftigated  by 
the  French  Court   to   attempt   dethroning 
their  lawful  Sovereign:  an  Inter cefTion  the 
moft  ridiculous,  the  mofl  infulting  !    Could 
he  fuppofe  any  M- try  fo  tame  as  to  par- 
don the  avowed  Enemies  of  the   Govern- 
ment ?  Or  had  he  colleded  from  any  Be- 
haviour of  our  Minifters,  that  the  Channel 
of  their  Mercy  flowed   moft  towards  their 
bittereft  Antagonifts  ?  But  a  vigorous  An- 
fwer  was  returned  to  that  debafmg  Meflage 

.: or   where   would    fuch   Proceedings 

have  ftopt?  Monf.  Afielot  might  afterwards 
have  fent  us  Commands,  by  the  Hands  of 
our  Allies,  to  confer  one  of  the  firft  Ports  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  young  Lochiel, 
that  adventurous  Incendiary  ;  or  by  the  Or- 
ders of  France.     We  might  have  feen  old 
Lovaf,  that  fedentary  nurfmg  Mother  of  a 
Brood  of  faaious  Kindred,    nominated   to 
the  Command  of  our  Forces,   and  all  his 
Tr^afons  and  Ingratitudes  rewarded  with  a- 
MarlhaVs  Staff.     We  rejeded  the  Intercef^ 
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(ion,  and  have  refer ved  all  our  Compliance 
and  Submiffion  for  the  enfuing  Congrefs ; 
that  fatal  Mra.  that  muft  put  the  finifhing 
Stroke  to  the  Misfortunes  that  I  have  been 
recapitulating,  and  which  I  think  I  have 
evidently  deduced  from  the  Sources  I  men- 
tioned, namely  the  Wickednefs  of  the 
young  Patriots,  and  the  culpable  Timidity 

and  Irrcfolution  of  the  Adm — < n  :    an 

Irrefolution  fo  notorious,  that  almoft  every 
Adt  of  Government  is  a  Contradidlion  to 
fome  other.  They  order,  revoke,  and  do 
not  put  in  Execution,  till  the  Indignation 
of  Mankind  at  their  countermanding  pro- 
per Directions,  informs  them  that  they 
may  hazard  being  in  the  Right.  Such  was 
the  Progrefs  of  that  ridiculoufly  memor- 
able Expedition  to  Port  Orient^  undertaken 
under  every  Ignorance  of  the  Situation  of 
the  Country,  deferred  till  the  very  Seafon 
made  it  impradlicable ;  and  as  if  thefe  were 
not  Impediments  fufficient,  clogged  with 
fo  many  Orders  and  counter  Orders,  that 
the  Troops  embarked  and  difembarked 
three  times  in  twenty  four  Hours.  Has 
not  the  very  fame  Pradice  fubfifted  with 
Regard  to  almoft  every  Regiment  we  have 
fent  to  Flanders  ?  Or  do  the  Colonels  ever 
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cxpea  to  land  at  the  Place  firfl  marked  for 
their  Defcent  ?    Rather,  is  not  the  Country 
they  leave  frequently  the  Country  they  are 
goin^  to?  What  Numbers  of  Men  have  we 
not  loft  by  thefe  Courfes  ?    or  have  not  al- 
moft  as  many  died  on  board  Tranfports  as 
in  the  Field  ?    not  to   mention  the  many 
brave  Men  which  the  Tendcrnefs  of  thofe 
Allies,   to  whom  we  facrifice  our  very  do- 
meftic  Security,  has  fufFered  to  perifh  from 
the  Badnefs  of  the  Quarters   which  they 
have  affigned  to  them,    and  perfifted  in  al- 
lotting them,    when   they  perceived  how 
flowly    thofe  poor  Men  were  redreffed   by 
the  M r  to  whofe  Province  their  Com- 
plaints  had  been  reprefented  ?    At  prefent 
indeed  our  good  Allies  will  not  even  allow 
.i)ad  Quarters  to  our  Troops,  but  return  them 
on  our  Hands,  till  they  have  the  Opportu- 
nity of  another  Campaign  to  give  them  up 
to  the  French.     Such  is  the  Prodigality  of 
our  Friendfliip,    that  we  perfift  in  faving 
thofe  who  defire  not  to  be    faved ;    neg- 
le<5ling  at  once  our  ov/n  Honour  and  Safety  : 
I  fay  Safety,  becaufe  will  any  Man  tell  me, 
that  whenever  the  French  meditate  an  Inva- 
fion,   the  Troops  that  are  to  fave  us   muft 
not  fail  at  the  fame  Time  with  thofe  that 
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are  to  attack  us  ?  Or  can  I  be  told  that  wc 
(hall  not  be  attacked,    when  we  have  left 
the  French  nothing  elfe  worth  their   Con- 
queft  ?  By  this  Means  our  Governors  fcem 
to  have  laid  in  an  Argument  for  keeping  up 
the  Army  after  the  War  (hall  be  over,    and 
have  almoft  made  that  Misfortune  neceflary; 
juft  as  it  was  one  of  the  Arts  of  the  old 
Minifter,  to  keep  up  the  national  Debt  for 
the  Security  of  the  Proteftant  Succeffion.  In 
that  very  Debt  they  have  clofely  followed 
and  enlarged  his  Steps ;  for  whatever  new 
Errors  of  their  own  they  may  ftrike  out, 
they  take   care  not  to  drop  any  that  they 
found  eftablifhcd.     The  immenfe  Sum  of 
Money  that  is  raifed  every  Year,  and  every 
Year  to  fo  little  Purpofe,  puts  me  in  Mind 
of  the  Frenchman,  who  on  fome  exorbitant 
free  Gift  to  the  Crown,  faid  he  thought 
the  Public  was  dying  and   making   their 
Will,  for  he  obferved  that  they  were  giv- 
ing away  all  they  had. 

But  though  the  Supplies  granted  are  fo 
exceffive,  though  many  of  the  Perfons  in 
Power  are  the  very  Msn  who  ufed  to  en- 
deavour to  renew  the  old  Compact  of  their 
being  precede  by  Redrefs  of  Grievances, 
jfet  in  return  for  fuch  immenfe  Sums,  what 

one 
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one  popular  Law  has  been  pafled  to  make 
the  People  fome  Amends  ?  If  thefe  Sums 
are  really  intended  for  carrying  on  the  War, 
if  that  is  the  great  Point,  is  nothing  but 
Money  requifite  to  engage  the  People  in 
Support  of  the  common  Caufe  ?  Mr.  Pym, 
whofc  Authority  I  have  formerly  heard 
quoted  very  emphatically  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  was  of  Opinion,  that  it  was  as 
necejjary  to  take  off  Weights  to  make  any 
^hing  Jlyy  as  to  give  it  Wings,  But  I  beg 
Pardon  for  quoting  fuch  obfolete  Authority, 
and  rather  anfwer  myfelf  in  the  Words  of 
Selim  :  Is  any  'J'hing  complained  of  as 
amijs  ?  In/lead  of  Redrefs  they  give  you  an 
Oration,  Have  you  prepofcd  a  good  and 
needful  Law  ?  In  Exchange  for  that  you 
receive  an  Oration.  Is  any  right  Meafure 
to  be  obfiruBed^  or  wrong  one  to  be  advan- 
ced? INHERE  IS  AN  Orator  always  ready, 
and  it  is  charmingly  performed  to  the  Delight 
of  all  Hearers.  If  my  Readers  chufe  to  fee  a 
farther  Defcription  of  T'his  Orator,  a  FeU 
loWy  as  Selim  fays,  that  would  prate  away 
'Truth,  Equity  and  common  Senfe,  they  may 
have  recourfe  to  the  45,  46,  and  47th  of 
the  old  Perfian  Letters.  They  will  find 
fuch  a  very  particular  Portrait,  that  vvhoevef 
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fat  for  It,  all  the  World  mufl  fee  whom  it 
moft  refetnbles. 

If  ia  the  more  undetermined  Likenefles 
in  thefe  Sheets,  any  Reader  is  at  a  Lofs 
where  to  fix  the  Word  The  y  fo  often  re- 
peated, I  am  forry  I  can  give  him  no  cer- 
tain Rule,  The  daily  Revolution  of  Pow- 
er among  a  Set  of  Men,  who  call  them- 
felves  the  M — — try,  and  who  have  no 
Title  to  it,  but  their  having  hindered  any 
body  clfe  from  executing  the  Office,  con- 
founds all  fettled  Definitions.  They^  or  the 
M    '  ■    try,   very  often  fignifies  the  Gppo- 

iition  to  the  M try;  becaufe  as  the 

Weather-glafs  of  minifterial  Courage  rifes 
or  falls,  their  own  Meafures  or  thofe  of 
their  Antagonifts  are  the  Guide  of  their 
Adtions.  The  Jealoufies,  Contefts,  ambi- 
tious Scramblings  for  Power  among  them- 
felves,  throw  all  fettled  Power  out  of  the 
Queftion.  The  neareft  the  Public  can  come 
to  gueiiing  at  what  will  be  the  next  Mea- 
fure,  foreign  or  domeftic,  peaceful  or  mili- 
tary, is  to  difcover  the  Scheme  of  any 
notable  Patriot,  who  is  moft  formidable, 
and  who  ftands  next  upon  the  Lift  to  be 
bought  off:  His  Plan,  as  well  as  himfelf, 
is  moft  likely  to  take  Place, 
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. :  I  have  now  finiflied  what  I  intended,  and 

teave  thefe  Papers  to  the  Confideration  of 

my  Countrymen.  If  my  Remarks  arc  falfe, 

they  will  be  treated  as  they  deferve,  I  afk  no 

Favour  for  them  :  If  true,  I  hope  they  may 

a  little  contribute  to  roufe  Mankind  to  a 

Senfe  of  our  Condition,  and  apply  what  is 

left  of  the  Strength  of  the  Conftitution  to 

it's  Recovery  !    Offences  have  come :  Woe  he 

to  thofe  by  whom  they  came  !  Offences !  For 

the  Shadow   of  which   one  Minifter  has 

fallen:  A  Minister,  who  has  fallen  for 

defpifing  thofe,  whom  Pofterity,  I  fear  me,* 

will  deteft.     A  Minister  who  having, 

like  a  Man,  overturned  his  great  Rival,  was 

pardoned,  received,  careffed,  courted  by  his 

Rival's  whole  Party,  but  who  was  perfecut- 

ed  and  difgraced,  becaufe  his  Jefts  grew  too 

formidable  to  a  Set  of  little  Souls— 

Bed  periit,  pojiquam  Cerdonibus  ejfe  ti- 

mendus 
Cosperat —  Hoc  nocuit  La  mi  a  rum  Cade 

7nadentt.  Juv.  Sat.  5. 


FINIS. 


